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EDITORIAL 1 
As an organization we have now reached the end 

of our first "decade " ! Some of you have been around 
since the beginning , others as recently as just a 
few months , but al l of us shou l d sit back and think 
about what a decade might symbolize . My outlook on 
it °all is probably a little different than most 
others as I have been so constantly involved with 
the Society and the Journal, that the 10 years have 
literally melted away . I can still remeInber sending 
out my first mailing like it was yesterday, and not 
May 1983! Working on the first issue is still vivid 
in my mind , yet I am 10 years older! Even though 
some of the preceding 40 issues dim a little and 
melt into each other , I can truly say that the last 
decade has been a series of experiences that will 
be with me forever. However, the best part has been 
the "people". I 've met many of you personally over 
the years and some fast friendships have been 
forged. It is obvious to me that without the "NHS" 
I would have never met so many interesting people 
from allover the world. 

One way to measure a decade is to think of 
things that don't last that long. How many maga­
zines and TV shows have disappeared during our 
exis tence? (Even Modern Photography died!) How many 
" famous " people have lost their place in the sun? 
will anyone remember Clinton 10 years from now? How 
many cars have you had this last decade, and what 
shape is the latest one in? How many jobs have been 
changed, children married off, homes bought and 
sold? Ten years is a long time and I am sure that 
for most of you it has been a busy decade. I know 
it has for me. I can't help but wonder how many 
people would have thought we would still be here 10 
years later . There were times I wasn't so sure! But 
we made it and with a little luck I'll be writing 
yet another editorial someday talking about our 
first 20 years!! 

For this anniversary issue we have two special 
items. First, although the response was less than 
gratifying (it appears that we are a shy group!), 
you will find 2 pages of member photos for our NHS 
Gallery. Too bad more of you didn 't send in your 
favorite mug shot! Also, due to numerous requests, 
I have included a 10 year index of the Journal that 
covers all articles published in the preceding 40 
issues! We have Part 2 of Richard Lane's series on 
Nikon WWII optical ordnance which features a really 
massive pair of Nikon binoculars! You really have 
to see this set! Also in our F-Spot this time are 
two rather "offbeat" reflex items. First we have 
some superb photos of a genuine Nikon F cut-a-way 
display camera showing the inner workings of this 
most famous of Nikons. Secondly, is an article on 
an accessory unique to Nikon in the 35mm field, the 
Speed Magny. Richard Keyishian describes the dif­
ferent models and explains in detail how this weird 
and wonderful contraption worked . In addition we 
have two other articles that are more "firsts" for 
the Journal! 

On pages 4 and 5 you will see a series of 
photos of a truly rare sight, for we have for you a 
boxed Nikon One camera as it left the factory back 
in 1948! A Nikon One is hard enough to find , but to 
see one with the original box, case and even the 
lens cap, is a sight to behold . In addition , this 
camera still has the original inspection papers for 
both camera and lens! 

Starting on page 6 is another rarity (I don't 
like to use the word "rare " very often as few items 
truly fit that description, However , the two pieces 
in this issue I feel quality for this honor . ) . We 
finally have detailed photos of a Nikcn accessory 
whose existence was once thought to be a myth until 
one surfaced some years back. However, until now it 
has not been available for public scrutiny. In this 
issue of your Journal are the first explicit photos 
published on the Nikon Extension Unit for the S36 
Motor Drive ! 

Tony Hurst's rear cover thi s time around is a 
photo of a unique poster he has produced for the 
Nikon aficionado . It is a beautiful piece of work! 
See page 18 for ordering information, and do your­
self a favor , get one! 

This issue filled up fast and I will have to 
run some items planned for now in #42, Also my work 
schedule got in the way again and I am a few weeks 
late, but close to my target date . Number 42 will 
be the last issue before NHS-Con4! We must continue 
to address this event and you will find in this 
issue a separate insert sheet with information on 
the Convention . There is also a form to return t o 
Peter Lownds or myself so we can get an idea of how 
many will attend. It is set for ear ly March in 
Holland, so plans must go ahead at this point. The 
insert sheet is a good start so PLEASE read it 
carefully and let us know if you are going! You 
will also find a unique decal commemorating the 
75th birthday of Nikon. This has been provided as a 
gift to the membership by Peter Lownds, so please 
enjoy it . Peter and Tony Hurst are still looking 
for info on the 50mm/fl.1 l ens for a future article 
so contact them with any info you might have. 

I cannot overstate the importance of those who 
intend on going to Holland for NHS-Con4 to start 
now to prepare. Set the time aside and begin to 
make travel plans. Feel free to contact Peter or I 
with questions you might have. It is never too 
early to begin preparations for such an event . 
Lets' start off our second decade with a bang! 

For my foreign members who have r equested the 
ability to pay their dues by VISA/MC, I am happy to 
announce that I can now take payment by credit 
card. This should simplify some transactions! 

The following announcement is one that is 
special to me on a personal l evel . Please read it 
and respond to it if you can . Thank you!! 
**************************************************** 

Recently my wife and I sponsored a benefit to 
raise money for a very sick 15 year old classmate 
of my youngest daughter . Her name is Bridgit and 
she was born with a rare genetic disease for which 
the doctors have no name as yet. The result is that 
at 15 she weighs only 58 pounds and suffers from 
scoliosis, a bone disease. She nearly died last 
Christmas and is now permanently on a respirator. 
In addition she just had surgery to straighten her 
spine to help her breath. We used our store parking 
lot for games , food and raffles and raised over 
$12,000 for Bridgit . One of the helpers was member 
Bob Bilow, who lives in the same town as I do. Bob 
°felt he wanted to do more for Bridgit, thus this 
announcement. He owns the unusual "Cookikkor" lens, 
one of which was featured in NHS-22. Bob's is in VG­
EX condition with good glass and is #301795. His 
offer is this .. . .. he would like to auction this 
lens off to the highest bidder at which time the 
"entire" selling price will be donated by Bob to 
the fund for Bridgit . Whatever the winning bid 
amounts to Bob will write a check to the Bridgit 
Dickson Fund! He has placed the lens with me 
pending final sale and I will cover postage and 
shipping costs to the eventual winner . Here is your 
chance to obtain an unusual piece that seldom comes 
on the market AND to donate to a very worthy cause! 
The winner will be announced in NHS-42, therefore, 
ALL BIDS must be in my hands by December 1st, at 
which time the highest bidder will be contacted. 
Lets' do something as a group to help a child in 
need and we all can feel a little better for doing 
it ! Get your bids in now ! !!! ! 
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A SPECIAL 
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by Jose Wu Chang 

The~e w~tt neve~ be enough N~k on I 
eame~a~ to ~at~~6y the demand. Th~~ ~~ 
~ometh~ng many N~kon eotteeto~~ mu~t 
~e~~gn them~etve~ to. F~nd~ng one w~th 
the o~~g~nat box & ~n~peet~on pape~~ ~~ 
beyond the ~eaeh 06 nea~ty at~. When an 
ea~ty N~kon I ~~ 60und ~n ~ueh a ~tate 06 
eomptetene~~ ~t ~~ a ~pee~at event, and 
~t ~houtd be ~ha~ed w~th att eotteeto~~. 
Sueh a eame~a ~~ #60995 ~hown he~e. It ~~ 
equ~pped w~th the ~etdom ~een 50mm / 63.5 
N~kko~ and ~t~tt ha~ the o~~g~nat eame~a 
ea~e and ten~ eapJ The pape~~ a~e ~nte~­
e~t~ng ~ndeedJ Th~~ matehed ~et pa~~ed the 
~n~peet~on on Oetobe~ 15, 1948, when I wa~ 
~~x week~ otd! So 60995 and I ~ta~ted at 
about the ~ame t~me .... but ~t appea~~ that 
th~~ N~kon I ha~ hetd up bette~ than I!!! 

IAtt photo~ by Jo~e Wu Changi 
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0-----------------
THE MOTOR 

EXTENSION UNIT 
As far as we can tell the first American price 

li s t that f e atured the new Nikon SP and the revolu­
tio nary S 36 Motor Drive is dated September 1, 1957. 
Although the motor is listed (item EM-I), no price 
i s ye t s hown, nor are any accessories mentioned. 
Ni ne month s later the price list, now dated May 1, 
195 8, has many additions. I have both the regular 
p rice li s t and the confidential dealer list for 
thi s e dition. The r e are now some accessories for 
the motor including the new leather pack for "C" 
c e lls (EMP5); 3 ' cord (EMP8); voltmeter (EMP20); 
and finally an item called "the Nikon Extension 
Unit" (EMP12). All items save "EMP12" have prices 
shown, while the Extension Unit is marked "to be 
announced". A little over a year later the July 
1959 list still shows the Extension Unit but it is 
no w label e d "EMP36" and the price is "still" to be 
a nno unce d (a ye ar and they have yet to price the 
da rn thing)! The description of the Extension Unit 
in both cases reads the same, and I quote ...... . 
"Extension Unit for Nikon with Electric Motor Drive 
pe rmits r e mote operation. Consists of an aluminum 
pol e , adjustable from 20"-48"; a periscope finder 
syste m; heavy duty battery pack; connecting cord 
and case .... " The only difference is in the catalog 
numbers changing from "EMP12" to "EMP36". One year 
later in the August 1960 price list it is GONE!!! 
No t liste d at all!! Disappeared!! vanished!! All 
succe eding price lists that I have access to fail 
to mention the Nikon Extension Unit! So where did 
it go? Was it ever really made? Did it ever really 
e xist? How much did it cost? There are at least two 
additional instances where the Extension Unit is 
me ntioned (and even illustrated!) in a piece of 
official Nikon literature. A brochure called "Nikon 
Accessories", publication F-148, contains a photo 
of the unit, which I have reproduced here. You will 
note the description is a little more detailed and 
the hardwood carry case is mentioned. Another Nikon 

NIKON ELECTRIC MOTOR DRIVE 
Brings automatic firc·power to .1.5mm photography; pro­
vid('s po\\,('r-dri\,('n single cxpOSl1rps and bursts of 2 or 
HlO((' C\P(hUfC'I, continuously throu~h a 3G expOStlrC toad. 
It is aqilahlc for tll ... 5-3 or SP and interchanl-!"s with the 
standard hack Battery powered, it automatically ad­
vances the film and rdeas", the ,hutter. without vihration. 
E,\POSllTf'S are llladC' at thf' rate of 3-pcr~second for t\1) long 
as [11(' tri~gpr hutton is depressed; or it may he pre-s"t for 
automatic shot-ofT after any desired ntllllh(,T of expOSllrC'i. 

The motor is powered hy 6 "C" balteries in a compact ac· 
c<,,,ory leather casp with belt strap. An outlet is provided 
for remote control. 

"djustahle 
from 20" to 4 feet for using JS:ikoll camera with Electric 
1\fotor DrivE' to shoot over crowd", Peri-:;copc mirror ap­
proxilnatps .~Omm fir-Id of view; permits viewing even af 
filII 4-foot ~'t~nsi()ll. Incll1des hardwood e,nry case. 

minia ture voltmeter for checking ~Iotor 
Dri\'e hattNies. It pll1!(s into the hattery case outlet 
tl'rminaI and indicntf's volta~e; markf'r shows recom­
mendpd rninimul11. 

10TH ANNIVERSARY ISSUE!!! 

by Jose Wu Chang 
brochure, F-200, which deals with the SP/ S3 syste m 
as a whole, also illustrates the Extension Unit, 
but again no price is listed. (Yet anothe r Nikon 
pamphlet, F-146, on the Motor Drive may also show 
the Extension Unit, but I do not have it availabl e 
for v e rification). 

Be cause of the very sparse information found 
in the price sheets, the Exte nsion Unit would s eem 
to have bee n only a myth, a "planne d" product that 
never saw the light of day. The design may have 
been faulty or it's utility found to be less than 
e arthshaking, or maybe it was just good copy and 
ne ve r existed at all. But then there was the photo 
in F-148, and it sure looked real! It didn ' t look 
like something an artist put toge ther, but more 
like a photo of the real thing! So maybe it did 
exist! Well ....... fellow members, it did exist and 
still does today! However, it may only exist in 
this one example, for this could very well be the 
one pictured in the brochure! The history of this 
item sugge sts that it came from within the Ehren­
r e ich organization, and who would have ne eded at 
least one to photograph and describe? 

Its new owner, Jose Wu Chang, has suppli e d us 
with a large assortment of photos detailing every 
aspect of the Extension Unit. Jose and I wanted to 
illustrate the unit in use in as many views as was 
possible, since these are the first detailed photos 
ever reproduced anywhere on this, till now, nearly 
mythical rangefinder acce ssory. To try to explain 
the workings of this item in words would be a bit 
silly, as Jose's photos truly illustrate it from 
every angle. So now, finally, Nikon collectors no 
longer ha ve to depend on that one small photo in 
the brochure to point to the fact that the "Nikon 
Extension Unit" does in fact exist, and is not a 
myth. I would like to thank Jose for supplying 
these photos under pressure of a deadline so we 
could have them in time for this issue. 

EXTE NStON ARM 
AND FINDER 

BATT ERY TESTER 
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On pag~ ~~x ~~ a ~~p~odu~t~on 06 th~ N~Qon 
A~~~~~o~~~~ b~o~hu~~ F-148 wh~~~ th~ Ext~n~~on Un~t 
~~ both d~~~~~b~d and ~llu~t~at~d! Not~ that on 
~lo~~ ~xam~nat~on th~ un~t ~hown ~n th~~ photo 
app~a~~ ~d~nt~~al to th~ on~ w~th~n th~~~ pag~~. 

Sta~t~ng on th~~ pag~ w~ hav~ th~ ~~al th~ng! 
Th~ p~~~~~op~-m~~~o~ a~~~mbly mount~ d~~~~tly onto 
th~ body a~~~~~o~y ~ho~ and ~~~l~~t~ an ~mag~ that 
app~ox~mat~~ that o~ th~ 50mm l~n~ downwa~d to 
anoth~~ m~~~o~, wh~~h th~ photog~aph~~ would u~~ to 
a~m th~ ~am~~a l~~~ pag~ 9 ~o~ d~ta~l~d photo~ o~ 
th~~ m~~~o~). Th~ ~am~~a ~~adl~ ~~ ba~~~ally ju~t 
that and ~ould ~a~~ly b~ u~~d ~o~ "ha~l ma~y" ~hot~ 
w~thout u~~ng th~ p~~~~~op~ atta~hm~nt. I A~tuaUy I 
hav~ ~~~n p~o~ u~~ ~u~h a ~~t-up du~~ng th~ 1960~' . 
I ~v~n mad~ on~ my~~l~ u~~ng a ~~mpl~ monopod w~th 
a moto~~z~d F atta~h~d. But by th~n th~ N~Qon ~o~d­
l~~~ pa~Q wa~ mad~ and all you n~~d~d wa~ a l~ngth 
o~ ~abl~ and a t~~gg~~. W~th th~ ~~l~ -~o nta~n~d 
pow~~ ~upply ~t wa~ mu~h ~~mpl~~ and mo~~ ~l~gant 
and wO~Q~d qu~t~ w~ll. Many an ~nt~~~~t~ng ~~owd 
~hot wa~ mad~ by ho~~t~ng a moto~~z~d F w~th a 20-
35mm l~n~ ov~~ th~ ~~owd and ~~~~ng away.) 
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Unl~Re my ~~mple monopod mounted c~owd beate~. 
the N~Ron de~~gned Exten~~on Un~t allowed 6o~ both 
ho~~zontal and ve~t~cal ~hot~. The beaut~6ully 
mach~ned came~a mount conta~ned 2 mount~ng ~c~ew~ 
pe~pend~cula~ to each othe~ to allow th~~ 6eatu~e. 
S~mply unbolt~ng the c~adle and ~w~tch~ng to the 
alte~nate mount changed you 6~om ho~~zontal to 
ve~t~cal. Th~~ could be done w~thout ~emov~ng the 
came~a ~t~el6 6~om the c~adle. 

10TH ANNIVERSARY ISSUE!!! 

On page 9 ~~ a clo~e up 06 the pe~~~cope and 
acce~~o~y ~hoe mount. N ea~ the bottom 06 the 
alum~num pole ~~ 60und 2 metal ~~ng~ de~~gned to 
hold the batte~y pacR ~ecu~ely. the hand g~~p & the 
adju~table ~~ght~ng m~~~o~ p~ev~ou~ly ment~oned. 
All da~R metal pa~t~ a~e 6~n~~hed ~n a "c~~nRle" 
6~n~~h ~~m~la~ to that 60und on the ~e6lex hou~~ng 
Type 2. Note the ove~ly la~ge "NIKON" eng~av~ng and 
the N-K logo on the came~a mount. Howeve~. nowhe~e 
doe~ a ~e~~al numbe~ appea~ on th~~ un~t! 



9 

NIKON HISTORICAL SOCIETY JOURNAL 



10----------

On the k~ght ~~ a clo~e up on the ~~ght~ng 
m~kkok. I t ~~ adju~table to allow the u~ek to 
obta~n a u~able kenlected ~mage nOk a~m~ng the k~g. 
The top photo~ ~llu~tkate the pkopek method on 
hold~ng the un~t and n~k~ng the motok ann on the 
kemote button on the batteky pack. 

On page 11 you can ~ee how e~thek vekt~cal Ok 
hOk~zontal photo~ weke made w~th the un~t. Theu~ek 
~~ look~ng down at about 45 degkee~ ~nto the ~~ght­
~ng m~kkOk and n~k~ng the cameka. Jo~e tell~ me 
that u~~ng the Exten~~on Un~t take~ gett~ng u~ed 
to . It ~~ top heavy nOk ~uke and ~tkong akm~ and 
Wk~~t~ come ~n handy. Al~o, obta~n~ng a cleak and 
u~able ~mage on the ~~ght~ng m~kkok can be a ~~ttle 
tk~cky at t~me~. My gue~~ ~~ that ~n th~~ ~tem had 
made ~t to makket mo~t u~ek~ would have kemoved 
both the m ~kkok & pek~~cope and ju~t held the k~g 
ovekhead and n~ked away lwh~ch ~~ exactly what we 
ended up do~ng dUk~ng the F eka!). 

10TH ANNIVERSARY ISSUE!! ! 

., 
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12N_K OPTICAL 
ORDNANCE 

PART II 
Sta rting with this second installment in Rich 

Lane's serie s o n Nippon Kogaku optical ordnance, I 
have decide d to cha nge direction a bit . Rich has 
been sending me s o many photos of so many different 
items , t hat sampling various pieces in each article 
wou ld short change some of the more significant and 
in t eres t i ng pie c e s simply for a lack of space. With 
this iss ue I am devoting the entire a rt.icle to just 
one i t em , a most impressive set of binoculars if 
there ever was one! Onl y 1-2 photos of such an item 
wou ld no t do i t justice. Therefore, as long as the 
s ubjec t is a s impressive as this one, succeeding 
ins t a llme nts will cove r specific items. Later we 
wi ll use this space to showcase groups of "lesser", 
but still inte r e sting, pieces. RJR. 

10TH ANNIVERSARY ISSUEIII 

by Richard Lane 
Here is a set of 20 x 120 binoculars I recentl y 

obtained in their original wood box. Specifics are 
as follows: they weigh 19.5kg (42 Ibs.); s e rial # 
is '585' .and date of manufacture is September 1944; 
the eyepieces are angled at 20 degrees; for night 
use it has an appendage on the right side used to 
illuminate the scale on the reticle; the large disk 
shaped cap on top unscrews with a spanner wrench, 
which is present, to reveal the compartment for the 
silica gel, of which there are 2 small black bags; 
markings on the box show that these glasses went 
through customs at Omaha Nebraska on 11 / 29 / 45! 

When I received them the eyepieces we re frozen 
and the optics dirty. I lubricated the eyepieces & 
started on an adventure to clean the optics. The 
cast alloy plate and eyepieces are fastened to the 
main body with 16 screws! Removing this revealed 2 
giant prisms (enclosed is a photo of '1' of these 
prisms with a 50 / 1.4 Nikkor for size comparison!). 
It is amazing that binoculars of this vintage can 
survive a war, be shipped around the world & almost 
50 yea rs later be properly aligned! These things 
are built like a tank! 

Looking through such large binoculars is a 
unique experience. The stereo effect seems unreal 
and almost puts you in the field of view. With 
these glasses the stereo effect is further enhanced 
by the objective separation, providing a reall y 
spectacular view! Richard Lane. 
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R~cha~d'~ 20 x 120 b~nocula~~ a~e t~uly 
ma~~~ve! Co m pa~e the 50/1.4 on page 12 to 
ju~t the eyep~ece~ on the~e gla~~e~! Becau~e 
06 the~~ ut~l~ta~~an pu~po~e~, no e660~t wa~ 
made to 6~n~~h the~e gla~~e~ to any deg~ee 
06 elegance, but the metal ha~ held up ve~y 
well w~th l~ttle o~ no co~~o~~on p~e~ent. Can 
you ~ mag~ne hav~ng a ~et 06 the~e 60~ you~ 
yacht? 
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THE 

C UT-A-WAY 
NIKON F 

Jose Wu Chang 

10TH ANNIVERSARY ISSUE!!! 

--SPOT!! 
Most knowledgeable photographers are aware 

that the 35mm single lens reflex is one of the most 
intricate camera designs in the world. The addition 
of a prism and mirror mechanism meant more moving 
parts than the classic rangefinder design, to say 
nothing of size and weight. Also the requisite auto­
matic diaphragm mechanism meant more elaborate 
linkage between lens and body, and a corresponding 
increase in the complexity of the lens designs 
themselves. 

The Nikon F embodied every "modern" feature 
known to camera designers in the late 1950s' to the 
extent that it remained viable in the world market­
place for over 12 years, an almost unheard of feat 
in the fast changing photographic world. Due to its 
myriad features and first class engineering, the 
Nikon F was a very intricate and precise design 
that possessed that aura of "a real machine", one 
that gives the owner a feeling of holding a real 
engineering work of art, as any first class mech­
anical design should. The result was that the Nikon 
F body r~quired over 900 parts to manufacture, not 
including those of the Photomic meter prisms or 
often attached motor drives. 

Have you ever wondered what a Nikon F might 
look like inside? It seems that camera makers have 
felt that users are curious about the "innards" of 
their latest purchase, as they have produced over 
the years a myriad of transparent, disassembled and 
cutaway pieces for display purposes. Nikon has been 
a part of this from at least the 82 era, as a cuta­
way of the 82 was showcased in Wright's manual and 
many RF lenses have been dissected as well. But it 
wasn't until the arrival of the Nikon F that they 
really got into it, as a cutaway view of the Nikon 
F was used in their literature from nearly the very 
beginning! Cutaway Fs exist in small numbers making 
them quite difficult to find today. Member Jo~e Wu 
Chang has sent in photos of his Nikon F cutaway for 
our benefit. It is pictured here from various 
angles to give you a good idea of just what your 
favorite "F" looks like under the skin! Now who 
said that beauty is only skin deep? 



During the 1964 Olympic Games in Tokyo, the 
Speed Magny Company manufactured a Polaroid back 
for the Nikon F. The Model 100 had a holder to 
accept 3&1 / 4 x 4&1/4 type 107 and 108 film packs. 
This pack allowed press photographers to have their 
instant prints sent by wirephoto to their news­
papers around the world. 

After the Olympic games, Ehrenreich Photo­
Optical Industries, Inc. felt that the Speed Magny 
could be very successful in the United States and 
made its feelings known to the Nikon Corporation. 
Shortly thereafter, Nikon bought out the Speed 
Magny company and the first catalogue listing of 
the Speed Magny 100 appeared in 1966. Two other 
backs were also introduced shortly thereafter; the 
Speed Magny 45 (1967-1975)-this back accepted stan­
dard 4 x 5 film holders including the Polaroid Pack 
550 holder: the Speed Magny RF (1969-1979)-the "RF" 
stood for "roll film" and accepted Polaroid 3 film. 

Placing the Speed Magny on a Nikon F transforms 
the camera into a large format single lens reflex. 
This device opens the door for even greater use of 
the Nikon F in the commercial, industrial, sports, 
scientific and news areas. The eyelevel viewing and 
focusing, thru-the-lens metering and instant return 
mirror are all retained. 

The Speed Magny was developed for use with 
lenses that were 200mm or longer in order to avoid 
vignetting. However, good results have been obtain­
ed with shorter focal lengths including fisheyes. 

The Speed Magny consists of the following com­
ponents: (1) a Nikon camera back serves instead of 
the ordinary camera back: (2) an internal optical 
system which gathers, projects and reflects the 
camera image onto the large film format: (3) a film 
holding back. 

An EI-Nikkor 50mm/f2.8, a coated field lens, 
and two optically flat mirrors make up the internal 
optical system of the Magny. When a picture is to 
be taken, light passes through the camera lens, 
then through the field lens, relayed to a surface­
coated optical mirror at a 45' angle to the optical 
axis of the field lens. The image is then bounced 
off the surface of the optical mirror and is picked i 
up by the EI-Nikkor lens whose optical axis is in a 
45' relationship to the mirror and in a 90' rela­
tionship to the field lens and the camera's lens. 
The image relayed by the El-Nikkor lens is then re­
flected to another mirror at 90' and then strikes 
the film in the large format holder. During this 
entire process, a total of "4" stops of light are 
lost. with models 100 and RF, the Speed Magny could 
increase the size of the picture 3.2 times to fill 
the 3&1/4 x 4&1/4 Polaroid format. The image size 
and picture angle are the same as if it were taken 
with a lens 3.2 times longer than the one being 
used. The model 45 increases the size of the pic­
ture 4.1 times. 

NIKON 
SPEED 
MAGNY 

by 
Richard 

Keyishian 

Film 
Receptacle 

15 
Not all lenses can be used with this system, 

as severe vignetting can occur with some focal 
lengths. The Speed Magny can change the effective 
focal length of some lenses by as much as 200%. 

For general purpose photography, the recom­
mended lenses are the 50/fl.4 and fl.2, the 85 / fl.8 
and the l35/f2.8 & f3.5. The 85mm Nikkor works best 
at its widest aperture up to about f5.6. But at f8, 
vignetting becomes apparent. The 105/f2.5 lens may 
also be used with good results at the widest aper­
tures, but beginning with f5.6 and smaller , this 
lens also vignettes. 

One special purpose lens that performs extremely 
well is the Micro-Nikkor when used in making close­
ups with the lens mount extended. Vignetting will 
occur when the lens is used at regular working dis­
tances. The normal 50mms' described above are 
better for such usage. 

Another lens that works well with the Magny is 
the Medical-Nikkor. with its own built-in ring 
flash, doctors and dentists could make instant 
records of tissue samples, cavities, orthodontic 
procedures and other medical and dental conditions. 
Before the video camcorder was developed, the 
Medical-Nikkor and Speed Magny were indispensable 
in the operating room, since pictures that had to 
be taken correctly, or lost forever, could be moni­
tored quickly and repeated moments afterwards if 
necessary. 

All Nikkor zooms and telephotos that were 
200mm or longer worked very well with the Speed 
Magny without causing any vignetting. 

The Speed Magny was an awkward system to use, 
but its medical, news and commercial uses were many 
and the system proved invaluable in those various 
applications. Nikon F Camera 

Body and lens 

, , 

--------- ! I 
---~---+--

I I --------+-
Surface Coated 
Optical Mirror 
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The Original Nikon I?-Symons 
The 50mm/f2.0 "TV-Nikkor"-Symons 
The."F~Spot".:The "Funny" Nikkor 105 /f 4-Keyishian 
Chr~st~e Auct~on Feature two Nikon S3M Cameras' 
Dating the End of "MIOJ"-Cording . 
The Levin Tapes .. Part 2 
First ~een .. A New 135/f3.5 Variant-Bogler/Cording 
Odds n Ends-Nikon Military Ordnance-Lane 

Vol.10,#4-6/93-NHS-40 
The Nikon Reflex Housing .. Type l-Wu Chang 
The Nikon 6x6 X-Ray Camera-Symons 
Nikon WWII Optical ordnance .. Part l-Lane 
The "F-Spot" .. The Preset Micro Revisited-Seeligson 
Odds n" Ends-The Nikon "S3-3D"?-Thompson 
----------------------------------------------------
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40 Cfi.urton Street. Pimfico . L otufon . SW1 0/ 2LP . 'Engfani 

'Iefepfi.one 071·828 4925 & 828 3218. !fa;r.. 071-9 76 5783 

GRAYS OF WESTMINSTER is a charming period shop situated in a 
quiet Georgian street in central London just a few minutes walk from 
Victoria Railway Station and within easy reach of the world-famous Tate 
Gallery and the historic River Thames. 

Specialising exclusively in Nikon (the choice of 85% of the world's pro­
fessional photographers) we endeavour to stock almost all catalogued 
Nikon items, for instance all types of F4, all models of F3, the F90 
series plus F-801S, F-601, FM2n in black and chrome, and also the 
Nikonos RS & V underwater systems. Naturally we stock every one oC 
the range of twenty-five AutoCocus lenses and a selection of the manual 
Nikkor lenses. The Grays of Westminster Catalogue issued twice yearly 
and the Grays of Westminster Gazette issued every six weeks have 
become an institution in the Nikon world. 

The famous Nippon Kogaku Room where early Nikon items are on dis­
play is situated in a separate area of Grays of Westminster. It was 
opened on the 25th July 1992 as part of our celebrations of the 75th 
Anniversary of Nikon. The name Nikon comes from the first four letters 
of the original company name: NIppon KOgaku to which the letter 'N' 
was added. The stock is, of course, ever-changing, but typically 
includes Nikon Rangefinder, the Nikon F family and all the F2 models, 
lenses and accessories. Grays of Westminster have become renowned 
for the quality of their equipment, and have set a standard to which 
other dealers aspire. People who demand and value top quality will not 
be disappointed. Furthermore both written and telephone queries will 
always be dealt with in a prompt, friendly and helpful manner. 

Grays are usually the first place that collectors contact Cor early and rare 
Nikon cameras, lenses and accessories. We are regularly consulted by 
writers, researchers, television and film production companies for advice 
and supply of Nikon equipment for both period and modem films. All 
this can be viewed in delightfully comfortable old-fashioned surround­
ings where we welcome part exchanges of other quality equipment. 

Fast and reliable MAlL ORDER on any Nikon item is available to all UK 
and worldwide destinations. We send goods right across the globe as a 
matter of routine, so you can confidently rely on us to meet your 
requirements for despatch to any part of the world. Our hours oC busi­
ness are 9.30am to 6pm Monday to Friday, and from 9.30am to 2pm 
Saturdays local time. Out of these hours an answerphone service is 
available, or if you prefer you may deal with us by Cax at any time. 

" ... the kind of service of which legends are made 
... Grays of Westminster. » 

Amateur Photographer magazine 

1 OTH ANNIVERSARY ISSUE!!! 

SPECIAL OFFER! 
By now you have all seen the latest back cover 

from Tony Hurst for this , our 10th Anniversary 
issue . To commemorate the occasion Tony has put 
together a beautiful and unique poster depicting an 
"exploded" view of a motorized Nikon F , two lenses, 
including the Preset Micro , two finders and the 
first exposure meter. Along one side is a short 
testament to the "F " in three languages (English, 
German and Japanese!) and the drawings are done to 
extreme detail including bonified serial numbers. 
The black camera and lenses are offset by the use 
of a striking silver background and the resulting 
three - dimensional effect is eye-catching! I know 
for a fact that Tony has been working on this 
project for well over a year, and this " labor of 
love " was well worth the wait . Printed on poster 
stock it measures 18 x 24 inches and would look 
great on a nyones' wall! Tony is making this unique 
work, first seen anywhere in the Journal, available 
to NHS members for $23.00 PPD in the US and 15.50 
pounds sterling in Europe (please use Eurocheks, 
cash of money orders). For more information contact 
Tony at 35 Carysfort Ave, Blackrock, Co. Dublin, 
Ireland . Tel(353) 1288-4896 or Fax (353)1288-5290. 
You have to see it to believe it ! R. Rotoloni. 

PHOTO~ 
The new German magazine for collectable 
cameras, second hand cameras and photo 
highlights published four times a year; Feb­
ruary, June, September and December. 

This "must" for every photo enthusiast is 
published in a classical layout and printed on 
high quality paper. The first issue, which is 40 
pages, features Nikon rangefinder cameras, 
Minox, Rollei, Contax, Konica Hexar, all dates 
of German photo shows and other interesting 
articles. It is available for $14 by international 
reply coupons or cash. Subscription rates for 
overseas is just $55 which entitles you to five 
lines of free classified advertising per issue. 
Display ads are also very reasonable--e.g. 1/4 
page is $155, 1/8 page just $80. 

For further information please contact: 

Rudolf Hillebrand OGPh 
Kiefernweg 21 

0-4040 Neuss 21 
Germany 

TEL: 0213777676 
FAX: 0213777635 
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Having grown out of our own collecting activities, our company has 
specialized in Nikon equipment from 1946 up to the late seventies, and we 
are now the first address for collectors allover Europe. Our wide range 
of cameras, lenses, accessories and literature includes all the "standard" 
items like S, SP, F, Photomics and all the regular lenses. On top of that 
we always have a selection of special or very rare items (currently there 
is, amongst others, a rangefinder 21mm and a Nikon F Highspeed Model. We 
are constantly looking to buy equipment in collectible quality. Recently 
we arranged the sale of the collection of the late William Fraker. 

Another important part of our service is to advise our clients in 
finding items and structuring their collections (being collectors ourselves, 
we enjoy exchanging knowledge and experience). 

Please call us for further details or just a first chat. You can 
reach us during the day (sometimes our answer phone is on), but also during 
evenings and weekends. Our telephone also works as a fax machine. We welcome 
visitors by appointment. 

FJIELDGRA§§ ~ GALE 

WANTED FOR CASH OR TRADE 
Nikon rangefinder bodies , lenses, motors, mirror boxes, stereo attachment, anything Nikon! 

Nikon reflex ... classic to contemporary ... vintage 1959 to 1993. 

Leica screw mount, M and R in clean, original condition. 

Rare Leica, e.g. Compur, 72, GG reporter, III d, III f black, III g black, Monte en Sarre, MP, black paint M, 
military green & gray M, Hologon, 50/ 1.2 Noctilux ,Thambar, Summarex, screw-mt.SummiluxiSummicron. 

Commemorative Leica, e.g. M4 50 yr, M4P Everest, M6G , M6 Platinum, M6 Colombo, R3 LHSA 

Leica copies ... Canon, Hansa, Seiki, Leotax, Tanack, Tower, Honor, Nicca, Ducati, Look, Peerless, etc. 

Contax, Contarex, Zeiss Hologon, Contaflex TU~, Alpa, Minolta CL 1 CLF., Kinoptik, Angenieux, Zunow, 
Topogon, Biotar, Biogon, Heliar, Apo-l.anthar, Hypergon, Bronica, Pentax LX, Pentax 67, Hasselblad. 

This is not a complete list. Contact us if you have ANYTHING you think may 
be of interest to us. Thank you! 

Ask for Peter WaInes or Jon Harris (both NHS memb~rs!). Available for 
advice from 4:30am E.S.T. Monday thru Friday! 

See You Rt London Camera fair, March 2Bth '994 
203 Welsbach House, The Business Village, Broomhill Road, London SW18 4JQ 

Telephone: 01144 818707611 Fax: 01144 818706551 

NIKON HISTORICAL SOCIETY JOURNAL 
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FOR SALE/TRADE ... Nikon F2 DUMMY #7108xxx , original 

I 
w/DP-l and 50/fl.4, ex++; Alpa 10d with Schneider 

CLASSIFIED 
Xenon 50/f1.9 , mint-. WANTED .. Nikons .. F2 Titan, F3 
"P", F3 Titan chrome , Nikkor F , Nikkor F36 motor. 
Georges Couchepin , Fusion 10, CH-1920 Martigny, 
Switzerland. Tel . . 011-41-26-228-333 or Fax me at 
011-41-26-228-530 . 

NIKON SPECIALS .. Black FTn 71xxxx (9-),$350; black 
Nikkormat FT3 (10) ,$295; Ch. Photomic fdr. complete 
w/ accessories (10),$190; Black Photomic Tn fdr (10) 
$200; Ch. Photomic T fdr. (10) ,$170; Ch . Photomic 
FTn fdr. (10),$190; Ch. F body 64xxxxx,$350; Ch. F 
body 71xxxx,$250; Ch. F body (9+), 74xxxx,$295; Ch. 
F prism, recto eyepiece (10-),$170; F2 w/DP1, black 
(9),$300; F2 w/ DP1, black (9+),$325; FE2, ch (10), 
$385; F3HP (9+),$685; F4S (10-),$1585; 6006 (10) w/ 
box/ warr,$375; 15mm/3.5 (9) ,$1300; 24mm/2.0 (10), 
$400; 24mm/ 2 .8 (10),$280; 35mm/l.4 AI (9-),$380; 
35mm/ l.4 AIS (10),$495; 50mm NAI (10),$100; 50mm AI 
$185; 50mm/ l.2 AIS (10),$350; 55mm/3.5 Micro w/tube 
(10-),$185; 85mm/1.8 (9),$225; 85mm/1.4 AIS (10-), 
$595; 105 / 2 .8 AIS Micro (10),$595; 135mm/2.8 NAI 
(10-) ,$185; 135mm/3.5 NAI (10-) ,$150; 80-200/2.8AF 
(10-),$895; 200mm/4.0Q AI (9) ,$250; 300mm/4AF (10-) 
w/ cs,$850; MD4 (9+) ,$335; MD2/MBl (9),$425; MD3/MB2 
(9+),$295; MD12 (10-),$225. Trades Welcome! VISA/ 
Mastercard , cashiers checks. Add shipping. 10DRP! 
Edward's Fine Cameras , 4200 Easton Dr. Suite 14, 
Bakersfield, CA 93309. (805)872-5335/Fax 325-6554. 

WANTED ... By Nikonos collector .. Nikonos I with white 
leather covering! Calypso camera w/35 lens; any 
Calypso and Nikonos I literature. Please call Bob 
Rogen at (916) 454-3317. Thank You! 

FOR SALE ... New Nikon Faszination from Peter Braczko 
420 pages of Nikon. Signed &. dedicated! Book weight 
1.88kg, please add postage, air-sea-land. Please 
send check drawn 6n US bank. WANTED ... Oddball Nikon 
bits like microscopes, transits, theodolites, 
binoculars, F2 data camera & High Speed, telescopes 
& gun sights. Peter Lownds, W. de Zwijgerstraat 24, 
Rotterdam 3043 VD, Holland. Tel/fax-31-10-415-9136. 

SELLING LIST ... I periodically send out a list of 
Nikon RF and reflex items as well as other quality 
gear for sale or trade. To get on my mailing list 
just drop me a line telling me so. Robert Rotoloni, 
PO Box 3213, Munster, IN 46321. FAX-708-895-9663. 

FOR SALE ... Nikon Reflex Housing Type II, 45 degree 
prism, long cables , rear cap, mint, $3000; Nikon SP 
chrome body, in excellent plus or better condition, 
$1500; 300mm/ f2.8 Nikkor-H "manual" lens! The first 
"ED" lens! A working lens and shows it; small nick 
on front element and lots of marks on barrel, but 
its in good condition; $2500. Al Satterwhite, P.O. 
Box 398, Concord, VA 24538. Fax .. 804-332-7832. 

FOR SALE/ TRADE ... Nikon RF meter, works, mint-,$235; 
chrome 3.5cm finder for Contax, mint in case, $95; 
10.5cm chrome finder for Nikon, mint- in case, $75; 
13.5cm/ f4 . 0, MIOJ, #904333, rear cap, Ex/Ex+, $750; 
10.5cm/ fl.5 Regno-Nikkor-C, #71028 for Nikon 6 x 6 
X-ray Camera (refer to article NHS-40!), EX+, rare­
will trade for interesting piece!! Still have an 
interesting supply of RF & early F original litera­
ture . Write for list. Mike H. Symons, 3844 Merriman 
Dr, Victoria, B.C. Canada V8P 2S9.Tel-604-477-1867. 
This number doubles as my fax line. Best to fax Mon­
Fri 7AM-5PM, my time, or overnight. 

FOR SALE ... Nikon S2 w/35mm/f2.5 l ens. Both mechani­
cally perfect & cosmetically pleasing, EX+, slight 
dent bottom corner, $325; Leica IIIc, mint- beauty , 
recent CLA for perfection. Summicron 50/2 mint-, 
Summitar 50/2, EX+, Elmar 90/4 mint-, lyre-shaped 
finder, EX+, Reflex-mirror housing, boxed, very 
rare; package $1300. will sell Summitar and Reflex 
Housing separately for $125 and $250. Nikon F black 
w/eyelevel prism, body, EX+++, $375; 50/2 NAI, $50; 
135/3.5 NAI, $85. Larry Jessie , 1308 Parkington Ln, 
Bowie, MD 20716-1721 . 

WANTED .. Specialized adapter made by Cook & Perkins, 
Orion or other off brands, which allows the place­
ment & rangefinder focusing of Nikon RF and Contax 
lenses on a screw mount Leica body . Also looking 
for clean user SP, 25mm & 19mm viewfinders. David 
Biren, 338 Ludlow Ave, Cincinnati, OH 45220. Office-
513-751-1440 . Home Tel/Fax-513-221-3541. 

WANTED . .. Collector seeks RF items: bodies, lenses & 
accessories. Nikkors in SM. Canon bodies and lenses 
in particular 19mm, 25mm, 50/0.95, 200mm and Mirror 
Box. All types of Leica copies. Nikkors for F like 
Fisheye OP, 55mm UV, PS Micro, 400-600-800-1200 
heads and mount. Per Kullenberg, Ollingvej II, 6933 
Kibaek, Denmark. Tel-011-45-971-91393. 

NEW MEMBERS 
PAUL BONNER 
LONDON, ENGLAND 

PETER BRACZKO 
GLADBECK, GERMANY 

THOMAS A.J. CARR 
PORT COQUITLAM, CANADA 

RICARDO CORDERO 
BROOKLYN, NEW YORK 

LUKE DODDS 
GRAPEVINE, TEXAS 

ROBERT FALCONER 
VICTORIA, CANADA 

GILBERT GOULARD 
VELIZY , FRANCE 

JERRY GROSSMAN 
NIKON, INC. 
MELVILLE, NEW YORK 

CHI-FENG LIN 
SANCHUN CITY, TAIWAN 

JOSEF MAYRHOFER 
SALZBURG, AUSTRIA 

NICHOLAS MELETIOU 
NICOSIA, CYPRUS 

SUSAN McKEE 
INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA 

WEE KOK ONG 
EUNOSVILLE, SINGAPORE 

PHILIPPE PRESTON 
ST-LOUIS, FRANCE 

MYRON REINKE 
OVERLAND PARK, KANSAS 

HELMUT STEJDIR 
VIENNA, AUSTRIA 

ERNST THIEL 
DELFT, HOLLAND 

ROBERT TRUDELL 
ARLINGTON, VIRGINIA 

JEAN-PIERRE VERGINE 
BRUSSELS, BELGIUM 

HARRY VERSCHUREN 
TETERINGEN, HOLLAND 

NEW ADDRESSES 
DR. CLEMENS CORDING 
BEZIRKSKRANKENHAUS 
D-93032 REGENSBURG 
GERMANY 

ALEX HELLER 
A & I CAMERA CLASSICS 
#2 WORLD FINANCE CTR . 
NEW YORK, NY 10281 

LEIF NORDWALL 
STUREGATAN 1 
753 14 UPPSALA, SWEDE~ 

GERALD PAGE 
1821 ORIOLE DRIVE 
COSTA MESA, CA 92626 

IRVIN ROCKMAN 
200 WELLS ST 
SO. MELBOURNE, VICTORIA, 
AUSTRALIA 3205 

MARTIN SWINFORD 
69 CHURCH HILL 
LONDON E17 3BD, ENGLAND 

WILLIAM WONG 
14A, YAT WING MANSION 
LEI KING WAN 
HONG KONG 

BLACK IS 
BEAUTIFUL I 

6140838 6170944 6180683 6180816 6200043 
6218961 6312256 6320310 6321187 



THIS "ODDS N ' ENDS" PAGE WILL BE RESERVED IN 
ALL FUTURE I SSUES OF "THE NIKON JOURNAL" AS A 
SHOWCAS E FOR THE RARE, THE UNUSUAL' OFFBEAT, 
OR JUST THE OUT OF THE ORDINARY! IF YOU FEEL 

AN UNUSUAL 
EL-NIKKOR 

THAT YOU POSSESS AN ITEM THAT FULF ILLS THESE 
CRITERIA, PLEASE SEND ME AT LEAST TWO OR MORE 
VARIED VIEWS OF YOUR ODDITY ALONG WITH ANY IN­
FORMATION THAT WOULD BE OF INTEREST . THAN KS ! 

A Nikkor enlarging lens with a difference! This is 
an El-Nikkor 50mm/f2.B made, I believe, for a Leitz 
Focomat 2A , but who knows . Mr. Nikon does , but he's 
not telling . If any of our Leica collectors out 
there have seen such a lens, I would like to hear 
from you . I don't know anymore than what you see 
here on this page! Peter Lownds. 
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