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NHS-98 DEADLINE! 
The deadline for the next issue of our NIKON JOURNAL, 
NHS-98, is NOVEMBER 15, 2007. Please get all correspon­
dence and articles to me by then so I can get our Journal out to 
you on schedule. Thank you. RJR. 

EDITORIAL 
Twenty-four years! .... and the NHS is sti ll going strong. A 

lot has changed in the collecting would since 1983, but I'm 
still having fun. I hope you are as well. 

Look to your right. ... What you see is only the second con­
firmed example of a camera I first read about nearly 35 years 
ago. A little blurb about 'LIFE' being so impressed with the 
film coming out of Korea by the likes of DD Duncan and oth­
ers, that they purchased a batch of 20 Nikons finished in black 
with enlarged control knob~ for easier use. I examined Mr. 
Arakawa's camera in Tokyo in 1996 and 2004 and now we 
have another. Get your catalog, as this is a biggee! 

Our resident Canadian experimenter, Tom Abrahamsson, 
has another feature this issue. Have you ever given those 
reloadable Nikon cassettes a close look? Especially those re­
ally early ones? Well, Tom has and he compares it with its 
inspiration, the Leica cassette. See page 4 for all kinds of info. 

On page 8 I have reproduced, as promised, the remaining 
photos from Dave Barth 's roll taken in early post-war Japan. I 
had a lot of feedback on the first set and I think you will find 
these shots just as interesting. 

Our Nikon F expert, Uli Koch, has a follow-up article to 
last issue's story about the rare 'NIKKOR' version of the F36 
motor made for the German market only. This time around Uli 
covers the even rarer (he only knows of 4 at this point!) F250 
version with his usual fine photography. See the 'F-Spot' fea­
ture starting on page 10. 

NHS-Conll is getting closer. Mike Symons has been work­
ing furiously to put things together. On pages 14 & 15 you will 
find the latest info including the closing dinner and sightseeing 
ideas. Make sure you check it out and if you plan on attending 
its time to get involved. April is closer than you think! 

I have more info on my soon to arrive book (can this be 
true?) on page 18. Since our last issue work has continued on it 
at a rather rapid pace, so we are getting closer. It should be 
ready for under the Christmas tree (or maybe even earlier). 

Dutch member Jan Prinsen tells a story on how he found 
a Nikon S that was 'born ' on the same day he was! I've always 
wanted to do that but mine would be a Nikon One, a much 
more difficult thing to accomplish. See his story on page 19. 

Ken Morton and Petra Kellers would like to remind NHS 
members that they offer a 10% discount for ALL purchases 
through their www.camerabooks.com website. To receive your 
10%, write in the message box during checkout 'NHS discount' 
and they will apply it manually. (Does not apply to shipping) 

And finally .... THE TIMES THEY ARE A'CHANGIN' . I 
recently read where Jessops, the largest camera store chain in 
England, will be closing more than 80 stores and cutting 550 
jobs. The Inter,net, supermarkets selling compact digital cam­
eras and the increasing use of high quality camera phones along 
with decreasing demand for point-and-shoot compacts, memory 
cards and camcorders is said to be to blame. Jessops is a 70 
year old company but they will still have about 230 remaining 
outlets. Following turbulent talks, which saw some board mem­
bers resign, Pentax is now part of Hoya! Best known as a pro­
ducer of quality filters, they claim to be the largest maker of 
optical glass in the world! And they now own 99% of Pentax! 
Well, I guess we know who will make Pentax's filters. RJR 



I 
THE BLACK 'LIFE' MAGAZINE 
NIKON 'S' ... A 'MYTH' NO MORE! 
,------------- - - - ----------------, 

Part of the story has always been that they were 
the Model S, that they were Black, and that both 
the wind and rewind knobs had a higher profile 
for easier use. At the bottom right is a photo taken 
in Tokyo of Mr. Arakawa's camera, #6106936, the 
only such modified black'S ' I have been able to 
examine all these years. It fits the description per­
fectly. He has owned it since the fifties. Now we 
have a second one! On these pages is camera 
#610 1424 with all the proper features that will be 
in the October sale at Skinner. I have examined 
these photos under high magnification & compared 
it to the Arakawa camera & they appear identical. 
The condition of the black paint is consistent 
throughout & matches the wear pattern of the body. 

On October 28th, Skinner Auctioneers of Boston, will 
have a sale that is extremely significant to all Nikon 
collectors. You will recall their previous sale high­
lighted in NHS-92 that contained a fine Nikon One 
and the only known example of an 'Original Black 
Kwanon ' camera that eventually sold for $125,000! 
This time Skinner's Nick Hawkins has made avail­
able to me original photos of two Nikons in the up­
coming auction. Besides another early Nikon One, 
609117, important in itself, will be this camera. Only 
the second example I have ever recorded of the 
' mythical' BLACK NIKON 'S' said to have been 
made on special order for 'LIFE' magazine. A per­
sistent rumor since the sixties has been that 'LIFE' 
was so impressed with the quality of the images com­
ing back from Korea via David Douglas Duncan, Carl 
Mydans et. aI., that they ordered 20 sets for the staff. 
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I have isolated the controls that 
set this camera apart from all 
other Nikon S bodies. What has 
always stood out from the story 
of the black 'LIFE' cameras 
were the modified knobs. Now 
we have two cameras from the 
same period with this feature as 
well as the blackfinish. And both 
show the marks of their age. Was 
there really a special batch of 20 
Black Nikon S cameras made for 
'LIFE'? Only a rumor? Well, so 
was the SPX until one showed 
up in 19961 You be the judge. 
But often 'myths' are only that 
until the real thing surfaces. 



SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY AT AUCTION 
Featuring Photography 

Sunday, October 28,2007 at 10 a.m. - 357 Main Street, Bolton, MA 

Nikon I No. 609117 

Black Nikon S No. 6101424 

Illustrated catalogue available for $32 by mail, $39 overseas 
For further information, please contact Nick Hawkins at 978 .779.624101' science-tech@skinnerinc.com 

SIZINNER 
Attctio1teel"S and Appraisers of Antiques and Fine Art 

63 Park Plaza, Boston, MA 02116 Tel: 617.350.5400 • 357 Main Street, Bolton, MA 0]740 Tel: 978.779.6241 
view auctions online at www.skinnerinc.com 
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A CLOSE LOOK AT NIKON'S RELOADABLE CASSETTES 

DOING IT IN THE DARK! 
With the current tendency for film to become scarce and 

the stores electing to stock very little or any of it, the idea of 
using reloadable cassettes has taken on new importance. I have 
always been using the Leica IXMOO cassettes for my bulk film 
and I am now starting to use it for my Nikons. This of course 
introduces two new complications. The first one is, which cas­
sette works in which camera and the second one is - how do they 
work! In the name of research I enlisted friends to supply these 
somewhat elusive objects. Thanks RJR, Stephen Gandy, Nikon 
Kiu and Brian Sweeney (the latter two are Nikon Rangefinder 
Forum 'pal s') . Loading IXMOO's or Nikon cassettes is a rather 
miserable undertaking as it is done in the dark, using sharp scis­
sors and tape. You should advise family members that the lan­
guage used is not suitable for young children! Bulk film usually 
comes in 100ft spools, but to complicate the process, I elected to 
shoot movie stock, which comes in 400ft or 1000ft or even 3000ft 
reels! To load 400ft of film requires about 75 cassettes, so my 21 
Nikon cassettes were a bit short, but in the name of research I 
soldiered on! Being locked into a totally dark room is not that 
pleasant so I usually try to load as many cassettes as I have and 
then shoot away happily for a while (20 cassettes is usually 8-10 
days before a reload). 

Most Nikon reference material just briefly touches on these 
cassettes. Mostly a perfunctory note about which works on the 
rangefinders and which with the F2. Peter Braczko mentions them 
in his book 'Complete Nikon System ' and states that there are 
two versions of the RF cassettes, the version 1 (BCO 01 401) 
and the S3/SP/F type (BCO 01402). This is all fine and dandy if 
you have managed to keep your 'stash' of Nikon RFs to a man­
ageable level (and who among us has done that?) . Well, it is not 
that clear-cut by a long stretch. I have identified at least 4 ver­
sions and after a talk with RJR, have been informed that at least 
5-6 additional versions have been cataloged in Japan! 

This is all fine if you only collect them! If you use them, 
that's when the trouble begins as inserting the wrong cassette 
into the wrong body can leave you with a rather permanent in­
stallation or you have to resort to brute force to remove the back! 
The latter usually means that the lock on your SP comes apart, 
by the way! 

The early cassettes made for the Nikon IIM/S have the all­
brass body and insert. Some are highly polished and look like a 
piece of art (and are slippery in the dark! ). Both RJR and I came 
to the conclusion that Nikon most likely farmed out the manu­
facturing of these. There are variations between them that are 
sufficiently large that some of the Nikon MIS cassettes will not 

BY TOM ABRAHAMSSON 

fit an S2 or later model. I did take a pair of digital calipers to 
some of mine and the difference is quite dramatic . The overall 
height ranges from 47mm to 47.7mm and the ' tab' that fits into 
the cut out in the body film chamber varies from 6.1 mm(M/S 
cassette) to the 5.4mm on the latest crinkle finished version (S31 
SP/F). The MIS cassettes generally fit an S2 or later camera, but 
the fit is tight and occasionally they do get stuck there too! The 
BCO 01 402 (S3/SP/F) are backwards compatible and can be 
used on early cameras, which is a relief! 

Interestingly enough, my two Millennium S3 's are not iden­
tical! My chrome one balks at having early cassettes used whilst 
my black one accepts them freely! When you unload them in the 
darkroom (I do film in batches of 5 rolls at a time) you will find 
that there are differences between individual cassettes and you 
have to check that they freely open and close when you reas­
semble them. 

The Leica IXMOO cassette is better made, I am sorry to 
report. You can mix and match them and encounter no problem. 
The Nikon cassette you have to check all the time. The early all 
brass version is solid and well made, but the latter, crinkle fin­
ish, show signs of 'cutting corners' with a rather flimsy loading 
spring and tab just a piece of folded over metal. 

Where the Nikon cassette shines is in the actual loading. 
On the Leica IXMOO you have to fi sh out the leader through 
two closed slots, and you spend a fair bit of time looking for it 
and it adds another frustrating moment to loading. The Nikon 
has two open slots that slide over each other with the leader 
sticking out. 

Often you hear Nikonistas claiming that one way to identify 
the older cassette is 'does it have a film speed indicator at the 
bottom". If it has an indicator ring on it, it will most likely work 
on your Nikon RF's - but the ring is held in place by a small cir­
clip type spring and can easily fall off. 

It is obvious that these mundane little brass cans warrant 
more investigation and though they might not be as sexy as, say 
a Rangefinder Illuminator or the hood for a 21/f4, they are more 
useful in today 's world of diminishing film supply. 

Oh, if you happen to have an excess of these cassettes and 
you are not using them, please get in touch with me. I am short 
160 of them! A batch of 180 would allow me to load a 1000ft 
roll of Double XX movie stock and keep me out of the 'loading 
room ' for at least 6-8 weeks! 



Above .. .Just some of the variations of Nikon cassettes that I have so far accumulated! 

Below ... The bewildering aray of center spools! Rather than spending a long time trying 
to sculpt correctly shaped ends, I did resort to the universal tool in photography. When 
in doubt gaffer tape it in place! 
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Right ... If you take the Nikon BCO 01 402 cas­
sette apart, you will be surprised at just how 
many parts go into it. However, Nikon did cut 
corners when it comes to the center spool. 
There is only one 'roll' to lock the film in 
place. The Leica cassette uses two and you 
have less of the dreaded '}lap-flap' sound of a 
film on the take spool only! 

Left ... Trying to fit a Nikon MIS vintage cassette 
into the slot of an S2. If this had worked, the 
lock on the base plate most likely would have to 
be forced open as the cassette would have 
jammed! You can clearly see the larger tab and 
also the fact that the 0.5mm taller cassette will 
not drop completely into place. 

A 400 foot can of AGFAPAN 250 movie stock. Years ago 
Agfa here in Vancouver donated 8000 feet of it to me as 
that was cheaper than shipping it back to Germany for 
destruction and silver recovery. This is my last can of it 
and after that I will go over to Kodak xx. Very similar in 
character, it's designedfor Hollywood with extremely good 
mid-tones. The 'pen' like item is my 'swivel stick'. One 
end has a slotted part that will hold the center spool so 
that you can wind up the film without touching it. The 
wrist strap also has a swivel on it so that it can be left 
dangling from your wrist when you are looking in the dark 
for the scissors and the dis-assembled cassette! 



Above .. This is another reason for using reloadable cassettes. The garbage bag to the 
left holds the detritus of 300 plus rolls. This is not recyclable material and goes into 
the landfill. The reloadable cassette will produce some small chips of film and tape! 
Below ... Do the cassettes work? This is shot with AGFAPAN 250 movie stock, rated at 
ASA 250 and processed in PCK (a homemade vitamin C based developer). Shot with 
a Nikon S2 and 25!f4 Voigtlander SC lens. 
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EARLY POST-WAR JAPAN 
THROUGH THE EYES OF 
ITS NEW NIKON CAMERA 

Oil these two pages are the remaining photos from Dave Barth 
from the roll of film that came with the paperwork for Nikon 
M6092809 I promised to run this issue. On this page are 5 scenes 
taken at a beach that include a small amusement park with a 
sort of ferris wheel and plane ride. Note the seaside vendors. 
ALso note the heLicoptor! At this point in time it must be mili­
tary owned and aLso very early vintage. Interesting. Everyone 
appears to be wearing jackets so these were probably not made 
during the summer but more Likely fall or early spring. Could 
it be somewhere near Tokyo? 

Left ... Could this be the front side of the Fujiya Hotel seen in 
NHS-96? It is possible. A rather large and intricate building 
that could easily be the Hotel or possibly a restaurant or pub­
Lic building of some sort. However, I like to think it is yet 
another shot of the Fujiya Hotel andthe gentleman on the left 
the same as we saw by the pooL last issue. What do you think? 



NIKKOR high speed, high resolution LENSES 
- In 1951 Life Mag8tine photogrBphertJ covering thE' 
KOl1?an WIU' di&co\'ered lefll~e$, that fo\" "peed and 
quality w('r~ fAr l'oo~ri(lr toO fU,\Y oth.,r,jl on the mllrk~t, 
These we-M.' the Nikkor lA'nsC$·today uniwrully r('­
garded as the finest e\'er" designffi (0), 3Smm photo-­
graphy. 

It wa.s no accident that the development o( lenses CQm~ 
bining t!'xiraordinarily high 1I,~d with eonll:l,l(ontly 
high re!!"lution came from the NikoTl manufacturf'r. 
Nippon Kogaku. For more than 60 yeaN! Nipl'Xln 
Kogaku hM lIIpt'Cializ.ed in the de~iltn Rod manufaeture 
ot precision aplin, And from this experience hM ('orne 
the new formulalli-the ntoW techniquefJ--lhe superb 
qUlJlity that have revolutioni%ed 35mm photography. 

AVlliiable Light photography Iweame a rpality with 
'S'ikkor LenJte«. Picturell ahot III extrem(l llpe@<js poA­

~sed a critical ghatpn~ never beC;>re- believed po«~ 
8ible. By offering more and more hilJh·lI!~, hiKh. 
re!\QJ\ltion len~('1I in varying tocallengtha, the 8t;.Ope and 
versatility of 35mm photography Wft$ incl'ea./led, Now 
there are 16 interchangeable NikkorLcnstUl" from 

ANDARD LENSES 

Stlndafdlel\sufofiener.lust 
QOmbil'\f uttUtnt depltl ot field 
.ndaoodan,lto!vltfI'f, TMytre 
U$UfIl~ ~~ied ., stlOdaro 
equipme-nl "Ill! the tamet .. 

sOmm fl.1 World's t.stest 
proYen ItnL t.tlements CliCk 
S!upstof22.AnlltofYitw 46-
focuses to J fHt Filb!r siu 
62mm$Cfe.".ln 

2r.mm to 500mm. with Hpeeds aa high as tl.1 and t"e50lu­
Hcm beyond the capacity of mO$t films. The world'. 
fW'lte!lt proven lene, the klemcnt Nikkor SOmm fl.1 
ill! Nikon'. lale!.<t and perhaps mO!Jt apeetacular -
achjev~ment in optical design. 

Mo~ new develQpmentJI in IcfUI del!ign and J)f':riormal'\ce 
art coming' from Nikon. Nikkor Lenst~ are being made 
in remarkably lightweight mounts with ~ brilliant new 
black and chrome !l.t.yling-another important eontribu~ 
tion assuring greater ease and CQnveniol!'nct in use. 

Although the Nikon camera and the Nikkor Len8te1l be­
e&me a.ceepted a8 the f\n~!lt combination in 35mm photo.­
graphy. the unequalled performanee of Nikkor Lenses 
have rtsultf!!d in their widl!1lpread Uf«! by owneri!, of 
other eameras. 

Nikkor Len~8 are highly color coructed; are hard 
eoatc4;: ha\'e cliek·atop diaphragms. and automatically 
coupJe to the ranlle finder of the carn-er.ll." 

·Nikkor 180mm, 2SOmm and 500mm ltml'i"lI requiN! th& 
Nikofl reftl:!x nou/lin,.. 

SOmtnf14~Ufp.a!Sedforhi'" 

$9Iledal'ldcritical$lllfptltss7· 
.Itmetlb. elld stops to t16 
An,t, of ~~; 46-. Focustt to 
3feet.filttfsi.te.4l1nmS(:rew-

Above & left .. The fence in these 2 photos is probably the same. 
We have a young mother with a very small child who would be 
nearly 60 years old today. And we have a very elderly woman 
resting her heavy load on a convenient rock. Scenes such as 
these may no longer be seen even in rural Japan today. Bottom 
& mid left .. Remember the Kamakura Buddha in the last issue? 
I said then that N-K also used it in some of their literature. 
Here are two examples. Below from about 1950-51. Below left 
from about 1956/57. At left is another shot from our 'M'roll. 
It reads ..... "HOTEL BUDDHA, Dancing Every Night, Com­
pletely Western American Bar, Grade A, Reasonable Rates, and, 
at the bottom, KAMAKURA. How quickly life returns to some 
sort of normalcy. The resilient human race! Thanks, Dave! 

INTERCHANGEABLE LENS FOR 

3.5cln f 3.5 3.5cm f 2.5 
(Sml1[]e~t ~tOp fn) (Smallt!~[ stop f 22) 

Picture angle!' ... , 64 
Shorte!'~t focu~ing di5cancc , '. 3 ft 

With L.eather Case 

NIKON 

COAT 

ST ANDARD LENS 
5 em r 1.4 5cm r 2 

·$Inallj,.t ~tOp (16) (Small,·.t ,top f l6) 

Picture nnglt . . . . 47 
Shortest foclising distance . .. 3 ft 

(Ft)r Le-rea , ••• ,. I.~ ft) 

Leather Case with Rear Lens Cap available 
at extra charge. 

PICTURE ANGLE VARIES IN ACC 

WIDE ANGLE LENS 3.5clU ST ANDARD LENS 5 em 
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THE 

SPOT! 
THE VERY RARE 'NIKKOR' F250 

MOTOR DRIVE BYULIKOCH 
What do a blue "Mauritius" Postage Stamp and a 'Nikkor' 

F250 motor drive have in common? Yes .... both are rarities. For 
some reason the blue Mauritius stamp is more interesting (and 
also much more valuable), but for me the 'Nikkor' F250 is much 
more fascinating. 

How many of these 250 frame motor drives were produced? 
Probably more to the point is how many of the German 'Nikkor' 
motor drives are known today? To the best of my knowledge, 
only two have shown up in collections. Two additional units have 
come on the market via photo shows or on auction sites, but with 
serial numbers from a 'Nikkor' F36 batch! 

Let's take a closer look at the two original 'Nikkor' F250 
motor drives. One is #101474 (shown in my book 'Nikon F, The 
Accessories" on pg. 101). For a proper basis of comparison, we 
have to look at normal 'Nikon' F250 drives . One with a very 
close serial #101417 (with the matching camera serial number 
stamped on the inside) came with Nikon F #6894538. This cam­
era was produced in AprillMay 1968 and the motor drive was 
produced in early 1968. A second 'Nikkor' F250 is known which 
is #102606 & is pictured in this article (with a white dot in front 
of the serial number!). In relation to 'Nikon' F250 motors, this 
drive was produced at the same time as the late Nikon F #69xxxxx 
batch, in about April to June of 1969. Therefore, it appears that 
both motors were produced in the late 'Nikkor' period. 

What is interesting about the 'Nikkor' F250 motor drive 
#102606? Yes, the white dot, but this is not unusual for motor 
drives from this period. Much more interesting is the story of 
how this motor was found. It showed up in a camera shop with a 
glued-on 'Nikon' (anodized on a metal plate) sticker in the place 
of the normal engraved brand name. What name was under the 
sticker? That's right, 'Nikkor'! Why would someone glue such a 
sticker on this motor drive? As this sticker (or plate) was very 
professionally made and extremely well glued on, it is clear that 
it must have been applied by the factory or the Nikon importer in 
Germany. The legal battle between Zeiss Ikon and Nippon 
KogakuNarimex, the German importer, was settled in early 1970, 
only a little more than half a year after this 'Nikkor' F250 was 
produced. Why this sticker? The answer could be that this motor 
was still in stock when Nippon Kogaku turned the brand name 
back to Nikon in February 1970. Would they want to still sell a 
'Nikkor' motor drive? Definitely not! By the way, I do not know 

how many of the 'Nikkor' F250s were produced in mid 1969, 
but the sales were not as expected, or it would have been sold 
before the change to Nikon. 

Let's have a look at the two 'Nikkor' F250s with serial num­
bers in the 'Nikkor' F36 motor drive batch. Both drives have 
numbers in the 1347xx batch. These motors were produced at 
the same time as Nikon F cameras in the mid 69xxxxx batch. 

The question now is, were these two 'Nikkor' F250s origi­
nally produced with these 1347xxx serial numbers? Personally I 
don't think so and here are my assumptions: 

NK would not produce 'Nikkor' F250 motor drives with 
'Nikkor' F36 serial numbers, as they didn't do this before or 
after. 
As NK produced also very small items especially with the 
'Nikkor' brand name, they would not make any exceptions 
with high priced items such as a motor drive to use the right 
F250 serial number batch. 
It is not very difficult for a good repairman to take a 'Nikon' 
F250 motor and a 'Nikkor' F36 and exchange the parts. A 
'Nikkor' F250 is even rarer than a 'Nikkor' F36! 

It is not known if the 'Nikkor' F250 motors were produced 
in batches, since the only two known examples are in different 
batch numbers. The production of this special and high priced 
item was very slow with the German 'Nikkor' brand name. It is 
also not known if there were 'Nikkor' F250s produced in the 
early or mid 1960s'. 

Also fascinating are the few accessories made for these 
'Nikkor' F250s. There is the standard battery pack in black with 
the 'Nikkor' name plate and the two power cables, one about 1 
meter in length, and one about 10 meters long, both with 'Nikkor' 
name plates. With the 'Nikkor' Relay Box the user was able to 
shoot remotely from far away. The 'Nikkor' pistol grip in an­
other accessory and is shown in my 'Nikkor' F36 article in NHS-
96 and another type is on page 10 1 in my book 'The Accesso­
ries'. For these motors NK also produced 'Nikkor' bulk cassettes. 
And last but not least, the 'Nikkor' bulk film loader. It is inter­
esting to note that not only the nameplate on the bulk film loader 
has the 'Nikkor' brand, but also the take-up spool! 



Above ... Black 'Nikkor' F camera with 20mm/f3.5 Nikkor and 'Nikkor' 
F250 motor drive # 102606 and 'Nikkor' power cable. 
Right ... Close-up of serial number of the 'Nikkor' F250 motor drive. 
Note the white dot before the number! 
Below ... Rear view of 'Nikkor' F250 motor drive #102606. 



Above ... Close-up of the engraved serial number and the 
matching stamped number inside the back. 
Right .. .'Nikkor' F250 motor drive, 10 meter Wikkor' power 
cable and 'Nikkor'Relay Box. 
Below ... The 'Nikkor'Relay Box with two connected 'Nikkor' 
power cables. 

r 
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Above .. .' Nikkor' Bulk Film Loader, 'Nikkor' cassette 
and a take-up spool with 'Nikkor' brand name. 
Below ... Rear view of the 'Nikkor' F250 motor drive 
with a 'Nikkor' cassette. 



SEE YOU NEXT SPRING!! 

NHS-CON11 IN VANCOUVER 
APRIL 18-19 200811 

In this issue I will reiterate some points made in NHS-95 & 
96 because of their basic importance. However, I have much to 
add this time around including information about the closing 
dinner on Saturday night and a list of sightseeing tours that are 
available to those who wish to take advantage of them. Keeping 
in mind that many of us will be visiting Vancouver for the first 
time, some with spouses and partners, Mike has put together a 
great list of things for you to do and how to arrange to do them. 
But first some basic information. 
1) Dates have been locked in for FrilSat, April 18-19, 2008. 
2) The Sheraton Wall Centre Hotel is located at 1088 Burrand 
Street, Vancouver, BC, V6Z 2R9. 
3) The Convention fee is $150 US per person or $175 US at 
the door. 
4) Friday evening will be registration in the hotel lobby be­
ginning at 5PM. Also a hospitality suite is planned. 
5) Saturday Convention meeting begins at 8:30AM (this is a 
new start time!). Food will be provided, including AM & PM 
breaks and a lunch, with the meeting ending at 4PM. 
6) A closing dinner cruise is planned for Saturday night start­
ing at 6PM (more details to follow). 
7) We will attend the Vancouver Camera Show on Sunday. 

Now for more detailed information: 
The Hotel... 
The Sheraton can be accessed by the Airport Shuttle Bus service 
($13 one way, $20CDN round trip), taxi ($25~$30CDN) or lim­
ousine ($35~$40CDN). Our Special room rate is $175CDN 
(about $160US) plus tax, is for either a single (king) or two 
double beds and this rate is available for 3 days on either side of 
the meeting (Tuesday April 15-Tuesday April 22). You will be 
responsible for booking your own rooms so please do so as soon 
as you know you are attending. Hotel contact info is as follows: 
Phone .... 604-331-1000 Fax ........ 604-331-1000 

Website ... www.sheratonvancouer.com 
Our contact person is Heather Coyle, the Sales Manager 
Phone ... 604-893-7273 Email. .. hcoyle@wallcentre.com 
(Make sure you specify the 'North Tower' & that you are 
attending the NHS convention when reserving!) 
The Meeting ... 
We will have a registration table set up in the hotel lobby from 
5-7PM on Friday. Since we start early on Saturday (8:30) I am 
sure most of you will arrive at least by early Friday evening. 
Look for us in the lobby or contact Mike or me in our rooms. I 
have reserved a suite in the SOUTH TOWER which will serve 
as our hospitality room on Friday evening following registra­
tion. There will be coffee & rolls in the meeting room (Junior 

Ballroom D) by 8AM, but please be there by 8:30 as we a full 
agenda and MUST statt on time! Lunch will be provided in an 
adjoining room. 
Closing dinner ... 
Mike has come up with a great idea. How does dinner on a har­
bor cruse ship sound to you? We have reserved space on the 
Sunset Harbor Cruise Line which usually begins operations on 
May 1 but has agreed to our date as a special request! If we can 
get at least 65-70 people we will have a whole deck to ourselves. 
It consists of a 2 and 0 hour cruise into English Bay and Granville 
Island (weather permitting) as we pass by the Vancouver sky­
line. We will have a catered gourmet meal including dessert and 
a 'cash' bar. We must board by 6:30 as it leaves the dock at 7PM 
and returns at 9:30. The cost is usually $70 CDN per person but 
we will receive a 10% group discount. Prices do not include a 
5% gratuity and 6% tax. As I said there will also be a cash bar on 
board. We do need to know how many people will attend by at 
least the Monday 'BEFORE' the convention (April 14th) and you 
need not pay till we board. We are currently working on trans­
portation from the hotel to the ship and will keep you up to date 
on that aspect. This sounds like a really great closing to the meet­
ing and I am sure everyone will enjoy it. But please let us know 
if you will attend the cruise 'so we can give them some numbers. 
Sightseeing Tours ... 
Mike has been in contact with 'Gray Line West' tours and he and 
his contact person, Julia Larsen, have come up with five sugges­
tions for those who wish to do some sightseeing while in 
Vancouver. We will supply you with all the info you need to 
make reservations in addition to the following. He has chosen 
these based on what he thought would be fun and interesting 
while keeping in mind timeframes so that each tour can be ac­
complished in one day. Some are not cheap but all provide an 
interesting look at the city and surrounding area. These tours are 
completely voluntary and are designed to fit into your individual 
schedules and interests. When contacting Gray Lines West with 
any questions speak to Julia Larsen. Her contact numbers are: 
Gray LineWest .. : ... Direct phone: 604-606-2334 
Fax: 604-879-1105 Website: www.graylinewest.com 

The five tours are: 
Deluxe City Tour ... 
Leaves at 8:45AM with pickup at the Sheraton Hotel. 
Itinerary: Tour departs from RMV Train Station; The Lookout 
Stanley Park (admission included-30min); Stanley Park Totem 
poles (15min); Prospect Point Lookout (25min); Granville Is­
land (45min-Lunchlsnack break): return to Sheraton. 



Duration is 4 hours. 
Cost, including taxes & admissions is $65.72 CDN per person. 
Mountains & Vista Tour ... 
Leaves at 8:45AM with pickup at the Sheraton Hotel. 
Itinerary: Tour departs from RMV Train Station ; Lion 's Gate 
Bridge Crossing to North Shore location (Capilano Salmon hatch­
ery (20min); Capilano Suspension Bridge (45min); Grouse Moun­
tain ( 1.5~2 hour stop). Board the Skyride down the mountain; 
depart Grouse Mountain for downtown and hotel. 
Duration is 5 hours. 
Cost, including taxes is $98.58 CDN per person. 
Victoria Excursion & Buchart Gardens Tour ... 
Leaves at 7:45/8:45AM with pickup at the Sheraton Hotel. 
Itinerary: Tour departs from the Hyatt, enroute Richmond Hotel 
pickup; arrive at the B.C. Ferry terminal at Tsawwassen (90min 
sailing time) ; arrive downtown Victoria for leisure/shopping 
(approx. 3 hours); optional afternoon tea at the Fairmont Em­
press Hotel; pickup from various Victoria hotels; depart down­
town Victoria for scenic tour out to Buchart Gardens (arrive at 
4PM approx); Leisure time/tour of the Gardens (1.5 hours); de­
part for B.c. Ferry at Swartz Bay terminal * board the 7PM ferry 
(90min sailing time); drop off at Sheraton Hotel. 
Duration is 12.5 hours. 
Cost, including all Ferry charges & Buchart Gardens admission 
is $ 154.76 CDN per person . 
Whistler Resort Tour (Coach) ... 
Leaves at 7:45AM. Pick up at the Sheraton . 
Itinerary: Tour departs from the Hyatt; stops at Britannica Beach 
(20min) ; 1 1:45AM arrival at Whistler Village where you will 
have approx. 5 hours leisure time; (Optional Whistler Air scenic 
30min 'Flightseeing ' tour is available); 3:30 pickup from selected 
Whistler hotels; Whistler Gondola loop; stop at Shannon Falls 
(20m in) ; 6:30PM arrive downtown Vancouver hotels for drop 
off. 
Duration is 11 hours. 
Cost, including taxes is $104.94 CDN per person. 
(Note; for more info on the 30min Whistler Flightseeing Tour 
please contact Gray Line West Tours @ 1-800-667-0882 or by 
email @ info @graylinewest.com or Whistler Air (604)932-66 15 
or 1-800-806-2299.) 
Double Decker Attractions Loop Tour ... 
Leaves at 8:30AM and ends at 4PM (ticket good for 2 days) 
Itinerary: Hop-on-Hop-off or ride for 2 hours for a great intro­
duction to the city; frequent pickup & drop off at most down­
town hotels; cost includes False Creek Ferry rides. 
Duration is 2 hours. 
Cost, including taxes is $35.00 CDN per person. 

Points to remember concerning these tours: 
All costs are in Canadian dollars & include taxes, tolls 
& ferry fares where applicable. 
All costs are current costs & could be subject to slight 
increases leading up to April 2008 but there may be no 
changes at all or very small. 
All tours include pickup and drop off at the Sheraton 
Wall. 
They have buses/vans that can accommodate groups 
from 15-60. 
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They can book reservations as little as one day notice. 
However, it is best to book earlier, especially with groups 
of 4 or more, as tours can become fully booked. 
Reservations can be made under one name and guests 
can call in to pay for themselves if they wish. You can 
pay for tours at the concierge desk at the Sheraton Wall. 
For the Whistler Rail-Coach tour & any tour including 
whale watching, a flight, or afternoon tea at the Fairmont 
Empress we do require full payment at the time of book­
ing. This payment is non-refundable as we outsource 
these components to other organizations. 

Sunday ... 
We will be able to attend the annual Vancouver Camera Show 
which has moved its date to coincide with our Convention. So 
let 's support the event as must as we can. I assume that nearly 
everyone will want to attend plus it will gives the lad ies a free 
day to 'shop' while we do the same! We will attend as a group 
using public transportation, and early bird entries are available. 

Convention Fee ... 
The Convention fee is $150 US, which covers Friday registra­
tion and hospitality suite, rental of the meeting room and all AV 
equipment, coffee and rolls and lunch on Saturday. It will also 
cover the Convention gift all attendees will receive as well as 
gifts for those who will be making presentations. It does not 
cover the Saturday Dinner Cruise. 

The fee is to be paid directly to me as it might get compli ­
cated if both Mike and I receive funds. This can be paid by per­
sonal or bank check, money order for those in the US & Canada, 
or by bank wire transfer. However, the easiest way for most of 
you would be to pay via PAYPAL! You can pay me directly and 
my Paypal account numbers are my ema il addresses : 
rotoloni@msn.com or r.rotoloni@sbcglobal.net. If you choose 
check or MO please make it out to either myself or RJR PUB­
LISHING! NOT TO THE NHS! If you have any questions about 
payment please contact me. 

What we need is a 'head count'! It is important that we have 
an idea of the numbers attending as so many things depend on 
this figure . So please, as soon as you feel you are coming for 
sure CONTACT ME OR MIKE! The sooner the better, but let 
us know. As of today, 9/14, we have over 30 people already com­
mitted (& 2 have even paid the fee!), so we anticipate a very 
good crowd. So let us know! Besides my two emai ls li sted above 
you can also contact Mike at: msymons6456@telus.net. So stay 
in touch. Also there is a link on our website where web master 
Fred Krughoff will keep you up to date on what is going on. It is 
the best way to stay current! 

www.nikonhs.org 
We are getting close and only 2 more issues of the Journal 

will precede the meeting so we need to get everything organized 
soon. Those who have offered to give a presentation, please con­
tact Mike or I as soon as possible as we need to determine how 
many we will have and how to allot time to each. I hope that we 
will have at least 65-70 members converge on Vancouver next 
April. Join us and witness for yourself the beauty of Canada. 
Bring you camera (and your passport!)! RJR 
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Dear Nikon Owner: 

NSP 
September 20. 1957 

A great new 135 1 is horn ... the Nikon SP. You who own and use Nikon 
equipment can best appreciate the signifiance of this news. 

When did the new Nikon SP laml on American shores? We know 
that its first test reports were in the September 1957 issues of 
both 'Pop' and Modern Photography. But when was it available 
to the public? The letter below (which might not be readable 
because of size), signed by Joseph Abbott, second in command 
to Joseph Ehrenreich, is dated September 20th (almost the exact 
date of the mailing of this issue of the Journal!) and states that 
the dealers will begin to demonstrate the New SP on October 
1st! It also mentions an enclosed brochure and price list. There­
fore, literature and prices were in print and ready to roll by Sep­
tember 20th. On these pages I have reproduced not only that 
letter, but the very first SP price sheet dated September 1, 1957 
and what I believe is the first brochure mentioned in the letter. 
Only through the study of such in-house literature can we accu­
rately date various events that occurred 50 years ago. This letter 
leaves no doubt as to the introduction date and initial availabil­
ity of the Nikon SP. I lacked enough space to reproduce the en­
tire 8 page price sheet but some highlights include: The SP was 
available in Black and with the fl.l lens from the beginning 
with black bodies recorded within the first 100 numbers. Black 
was in by this time; both the S36 electric motor & meter are 
listed but no prices as yet!; the SP specific RF Illiminator is not 
listed; the Stereo Nikkor is shown as is the new Nikon Manual 
by George Wright, which features the SP (when did that go to 

The new Nikon SP brings with it all the 5-2 features, from fast handling 
speed to superb quality and construction; in short. the performance ad­
vantages that you have come to know and expect from Nikon. Over and 
above the 5-2 features, the new Nikon SP introduces advantages that 
overshadow any 35 mm camera that you can think of. 

First and foremost. is a built-in Unive"t'sal ViewHnder System, which 
provides the precise viewing field for any Nikkor Lens -- from 28 mm 
wide angle through 135 m.m telephoto -- without accessory finders. Add 
to this the other SP innovations, and you see the exciting promis e of this 
great new '35'. 

As if that isn't enough, the new Nikon SF accepts two new accesso ries --
a Nikon shutter-coupled Exposure Meter -- and the Nikon rapid-fire 
Electric Motor Drive. Sneak previewed at the International Photographic 
Exposition, this compact, versatile drive was greeted with a swell of 
enthusiasm that exceeded even the manufacturer's most optimistic dreams. 

The enclosed brochure emunerates the features of the new Nikon SP. Yet 
words and pictures could never fully convey the signifi cance of the SP . 
The best, and only way to judge how much this instrUITlent will contribute 
to your work, is to see it for you rself. • 

Starting October 1st, Nikon dealers will demonstrate the new SP. Be among 
the first to see and try it. You're in for the surprise of your photographic 
life. 

Sincerely. 

press I wonder?). Enjoy. RJR 

Enc: Nikon SP Brochure 
Nikon Price List 

US D I ST RIBUTORS 

INIKON Price lis t 
Eff"tive $1ft ... ., I, 1951 

Nikon Cameraif & Accenorie. • Nikkor Len,e. 

NIKON Inc. • 251 fOURTH AV£ .. NfW Yon 10 • ORegOfl 4·1970 

CAMERAS 

Retail list 
WITH EXCISE 

TAX WHEN 
APPLICABLE 

NIKON MODn 5P CAMERA - 35mm; 36 UpoSUf., i x 1¥.t; built-in Uni· 
vefiOl Vi_finder provid~ corrw viewing fi.ld for 28mm', 35mi'll, 50mm. 
85mi'll. 105mm ond 135mm lenses, without occe»ery findeu; fQ(:using 
and framing fot l'Ionnal and telephoto lenses wit*ol life-siy" n to 1), 
bright-from. tonge-viewfindet, with automatk parollox compensation; 
adjacent oplical finder fat 28mi'll and 35mi'll ",uell 13 fhuner speeds, 
dide.stap, from 1 10 1/1000 plus T & B, on tingle dial; electronic flo.h 
01 1/60; auto. zero teU't expo.ure count",; calibtcted, deloyedoOclion 
Hlf timer; plus all fast handling feofu,.. of Nikon Sl. 

CAP21 NikOA SP Camera B,dy only; Satin Chrome finish .• , .............. _ 
CAP22 Hikon SP Camera, Satin Chrome finish, with SOmm f2.0 lens, less case 
CAPll Hik •• SP Camer., Satin Chrome fuush, with SOmn f1.4 lens, less cue 
CAP24 NikOi SP Camera, Satin Chrome finish, with sam n ILJ lens. less case 
CAP26 Nikol SF Camera Bd, only, Salin Black finish . """""""'"' 
CAP21 Niko. Sf Camera, Salin Black finish. with SOmm f2.0 lens, less case 
CAP28 Nlko. SP Camera, Satin Black finish, with SOmm 11.4 lens, less case 
C.,,29 NikoA SP Camera, Satin Black finish, with SOmnl f1.1 lens, less case 

NIKON MODfL 52 CAMERA - 35mml 36 exposure, 1 xl YI; life .ire (1 to 1) 
vie...,.~rongefinder. luminous frcm" in fil'Klftt; depth of field scole, 12 
.nutter 'POeds from 1 sec. to 1/1000 plu. 1&6; built In positive Synchro­
S.lecfQt for flash bulb. up to 1/ 1000 \eCOlld, elechonic flash of 1/ 50; 
removable bode; fixed toke up spool; single stroke rapid film advance; 
hi-speed film rewindl automatic exposure counter; tripod fO<ket built 
into camero body. 

CA5t HIIlON S2 callera 8.41 only. Satin Chrome finisll " ..... _ ..... . 
C1S2 HIKON S2 Call1era, Satin Chrome fini sh, with SOtt\{l f2 .0 lens, less case 
CASJ "IKON S2 Camera,. Satin Chrome Finish, with SOm!"! fl.4 lens. less case 
CA58 HIKON S2 Cam.ra. Satin Chrome Finish. with SOmr.1 11.1 lens. less case 
CA54 HIKON $2 Camera, Satin 81ack finiS!\. with SOm", f2.0 lens, less case 
tA55 HI-'ON S2 Camera, Satin Black finl$lt, with SOmm f1.4 lens, less taSt 

'1#1:f1&1 
NIKKOR LENSES - NIKKOR lenses repun,enf a ful/line (.f high speed-high 

r~wlllf;On lense$ in a aen$ible range of focollenglhl Alilense, up 10 and 
il'ldudil'l9 th~ T 35mm automaticolly coupl. to Ihe Colmero rangefinder 

$2&5.00 
369.50 
415.00 
564.50 
284.50 
389.00 
434.50 
584.00 

$195.00 
299.50 
345.00 
494.50 
319.00 
384.50 

ond ho .... e dick ,tops. All gIOu.l0-0ir surfoce, ore Clnti..,."floction coated. 
front and reor J.n. c.ops Qf. included. lenr.es fram 85mm up ore fur. 
nished with le",hoods. NI1(KOR lenset or. mad. in spedal mounts 10f' 
Nikon, Conlox, Leica, and Canon cameras. NikOlWTlounf wid. ong" 
lens~s can be u,ed in'efchon~obly on thllJ ContQx. 

unot sam. 11.1 far Hikon .... " . < ...... . 

LH162 so..l1.1 fQf Leki ............... " ... 
LNl0S SO •• 11.4 fOl Nikon 
LH107 SO .... fI.4 for leie •. 
LN111 SOli. '2 fO( 'tikon 
LN112 50IIm 12 fot leita 
LN117 25"". f4.D ... ide an,le, for Nikon, Contax 

t::i: ~::: :;:~ ~~~ a~~'~~',::N~~~ Contil<····· 
LHt22 28 •• '3.5, 'jIIide angie, for lelta ...... . 

__ lilt 

WITH DClst 
TAX WHEN 
"PPlICAaLf 

299.50 
315.00 
151.50 
189.50 
108.00 
135.00 

UU28 35mll n.8, wide angle, for Nikon. Contax ..••••• , •.•• , •• , .••.•• 

189.50 
169.50 
149.50 
149.50 
111.50 
179.50 
139.50 
139.50 
89.50 
89.50 

~:~ ;~:: :J:~ :l3: :n~f:"f~~r N\:!~~ Coni,x" 
t::~i ~~:: ::::: ~~: a~gfe~,(~~rH~:!~ Corit'a~ ' . 
lN133 35mll 13.5, ¥tide anile, for leita 
LN140 85 ... 12.0, medium telephoto, for Nikon .• 
UU41 85mm f2.0, medillnt telephoto, for Leica 
lN142 85M. f2.0. mtdil.lm telephoto. for Contax ••..••.••.•••• , 
lNt43 . 85mm n.5, m~dil.lm telephoto, for Nlkon •. 
lNt44 8SIII111 n .5, rredium lelephoto, for leiea .•. 
LN145 85mal1.5. midium telephoto, for Contu • 
LHt50 105,. .. f2.$, hlermedi.te telephQto, for Nikon 
LN151 10$mm 12.5, intermediate telephoto, for leic. 
LN152 105I1ml2.5. illetmediate telepholo. for Contax 
LHl60 135m. 13.5, medium long telephoto, for Nlkon 
LH161 135mm 13.5. me~ium long telepiloto. for leica . 
lH162 135mm 13.5, medIum long telephoto. for Contax 
Utf63 1351011 f3.5, medium long telephoto, for Eukl. 

115.00 
175.00 
175.00 
299.50 
299.50 
299.50 
152.50 
152.50 
152.50 
135.00 
135.00 
135.00 
135.00 

*LH170 1801111 f2.5, Itng telephoto; short mount, preset diaphragm •.. 39U6 
*LNI'O 250mm 14.0,lflog telephoto; $hort mount ...• _............. 224.50 
:~!~~. =:r~;U~;'~:f,.~e=~oJ short mount; preset diaphragm. 550.00 

MICAO NIKKOR LINSE'; 
LN200 SOnu. 13.5, for Hikon , 199.SO 
LH21l1 SOmm 13.5, ft'· leica .......... .. .... , ........ '" . . . .. . . . .. . 199.50 
lNP210 (.tension dl.~hratm coilar. 10 permit diaphragm settings ..... hen using 

lenses for microflilning. etc, .. . ...... _...... ........... B.50 
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NIKON BOOK ALMOST HERE!! 
It appears that the long ordeal of getting my new Nikon 

Rangefinder book published is finally coming to an end! Here is 
the latest information as of September 14th. 

All the proofing has been completed and returned to En­
gland where the layout man has already completed his correc­
tions. This includes over 500 pages of text, captions and photos 
as well as 24 pages of color images. He will put the final touches 
on everything and it should be ready to go to the printer by the 
time you receive this issue! This is according to my publisher, 
Christopher Coleman, in an email dated 9111. He feels that by 
the 30th of September it should be completely assembled and 
ready for the printer. 

This is the best news I have had in a long time. Everything 
on my end is done and it is all in the publisher's hands. Now he 
just needs to bring it all together, put on some finishing touches, 
and start the printing and binding process. I do not know exactly 
how long that takes, but it is much quicker than most people 
imagine. With the advent of computers and digital technology, 
the turnaround time for presswork is much less than it was just a 
few short years ago. (As an example, before going digital the 
turnaround time for the Journal was usually 2-3 weeks. Now it is 
as little as I week depending on how busy my printer is!) 

Once the presses start to roll it should take only a few weeks 
to get it bound and ready for shipping. I do not know precisely 

when the printing will begin, but I am hoping for early to mid 
October. If this is the case the finished product could be ready by 
the first of November. I have my fingers crossed. As soon as I 
have a delivery date I will let y!Ju know. Because the next Jour­
nal does not go out until the first week of January, if all goes to 
plan the book will be available well before that issue. Therefore, 
I will have it on our website as soon as I know all the details. So 
keep your eyes on our site .... 

www.nikonhs.org 
On this page I have reproduced the cover design (front and 

back) as this has been finalized. The book will run about 530 
pages plus the color section by Tony Hurst, who also did the two 
cover photos. Currently the target price is still 50 British pounds, 
which, because of fluctuating currency values right now equals 
about $105.00 US. We shall see how the dollar does. 

I plan on offering signed copies to my MEMBERS but I do 
not know any costs as yet, nor do I know the final weight of the 
book. As this is determined I will be able to give you a better 
idea of a price for my members. Again, keep your eyes on the 
website. If for some unforeseen reason it does not make it to 
market before NHS-98 I will have more info there as well. 

I hope the final product meets with your approval and that 
the wait was worth the while. RJR 



THE BIRTHDAY NIKON 
In October 2005 I received the catalog for the Westlicht 

Auction in Vienna to be held in November. As I am not inter­
ested in material other than Nikons, rangefinder and F, I skimmed 
through the pages with Leica and other gear until I was at the 
Nikon pages. There was an interesting selection of items, start­
ing with two Nikon Is, some nice M bodies and a set with a 
Nikon S and some lenses. The first 
Nikon I was in really bad shape and 
the second was without a lens, but 
in nice condition. 

At first I did not really look at 
the Nikon S outfit, as like many 
collectors I started out with this 
model and happen to have some 
versions of it, just like the lenses 
in the set. And according to the 
catalog, the shutter did not fire . But 
the outfit appeared to be near mint, 
boxed with cases and even the 
guarantee and inspection cards for 
the camera and the f1.4 lens. 

The inspection date on the 
cards was March 18, 1952. This is neatly typed and manually 
signed on both cards. Right then a few alarm bells went off! 
Why whose birthday is that? Yes, mine! 

To be sure I took a quick look in my Passport and indeed this 
Nikon S left the factory the very day that my mother gave bilth 
to me! How could I deny that this camera outfit would be of 
interest to me? 

Too prevent being too enthusiastic and buying thi s set for an 
outrageously high price, I did some research for prices of com-

A CALL FOR INSPECTION SLIPS! 
Here are some additions to our li st of inspection slips and war­
ranty cards that came with Nikon rangefinder equipment: 
From Roger Swan (swanfoto@iafrica.com) 
I have the guarantee card for Nikon S #6113518 w/f2.0 #635698 
dated Oct. 15, 1953. It has the 'EP' embossed on the rear. 

From Mike Symons (msymons6456@telus.net) 
I have 2 beautiful boxes with original cards for 2 RFNikkors. 
3.5cmlf2.5 #265851, number on box bottom, numbered in­
spection card, depth of field chart, leather case, all mint. 
13.5cmlf3.5 #276761, number on box bottom, numbered in­
spection card, depth of field ch!lrt, leather case, all mint. 
(CORRECTION! Last issue Rob Bakker's Nikon S2 number 
was wrong .. should be #6196895 NOT #6196894! My error!!) 
In NHS-95 we covered the trip made to the Nikon Sendaifac­
tory by a group of our members. They were taken for a tour 
through the factory, which specializes in the Nikon F6 and the 
D2 series of digital SLRs. In other words, the top of the line 
bodies. While there, member Christophe Sap from Belgium 
showed both the President of Sendai, Mr. Mikio Ohmikawa, 
and the Managing director copies of our Nikon Journal. At 
right we see them thumbing through NHS-94. You think maybe 
they found it interesting? That's Chris on the right. The photo 
was taken by Dutch member Hans Braakhuis. 
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parable items. I found a lot of them so this proved to be not too 
difficult and I could start calculating. I came up with a total for 
such a set and added $650 because of my personal interest. 

But pictures and descriptions in a catalog are one thing, 
how do these items look in real life? Are the numbers correct? Is 
the date correct? Flying to Vienna from The Netherlands, 650 
miles, is no big deal. A round trip ticket costs $135. So Novem­

ber 22 nd I was in Vienna at 
Westlicht to check out thi s set. 
Within 2 minutes I had seen that 
everything had been correctly de­
scribed in the catalog. But when 
you are in a place like Westlicht, 
use your time . So I accepted 
gladly the offer to view the rest 
of the Nikon items, like the two 
Nikon Is. The first was really in 
bad shape, but the second was in 
a very fine state but without a 
lens. l do remember seeing for the 
first time a 100cm in its case and 
many other lenses and accesso­
ries . 

Franz Gibiser, one of the staff, showed me Leica MP #88, 
well used with a beautiful patina. This camera had been the work­
horse for a well-known German photographer. Truth be told, there 
is no shutter like a Leica shutter, at least in the Nikon rangefinders . 

The auction day saw me glued to my computer fo llowing 
the auction. Had another bidder bid one euro more 1 would have 
lost it. But as it is, this Nikon S is now a permanent resident in 
my home. And the shutter? It runs smoothl y. That was the only 
mistake in the description. JAN PRINSEN (NETHERLANDS) 



2!SSIFIED ADS 
FOR SALE. .. Nikon S3 Millennium chrome, New in Box wi 
50mmlflA Nikkor and all papers. Another Millennium S3, this 
one in Black! Also New in Box wlall papers. Please email me on 
these. Also, 2 NikonlNikkorex loose leaf books with lots of info. 
Free for shipping costs only! Roger Wetterau rwett@att.net 

WANTED ... Nikon F2SB body (Mint cond!), 18mmJf4AI, 5.5cm 
ID .5 pre-set Micro, 105mmJf4 UV, 400mmlf5.6 ED (NOT IFED), 
400mmlf5 .6 p.c., MF-2 750 exposure back, N-F tube. Contact: 

Peter WaInes at pwalnes@truemesh.com 

WANTED ... Nikon RF Nikkors: 50/f2 collapsible #609xx , 
50/D .5 Nikon BM, 35/fl.8 BlackRim! , 50/f1.5 #907xx &#905xx 
(also in Leica SM), 50/f1.4 #316xxx & #33128x, 85/f2 #903xx, 
Variframe fdr #705xx or #712xx, Nikon I five digits, RF tele­
scope adapter, Melcon II, Varifocal 'Zoom' finder 'MIOJ' ,Nikon 
Periscope Attachment, Seiki Kogaku Nippon camera, Vivitar or 
Sol igor 135/f1.5 in Nikon F mt. Contact Biagio Guerra 
Fax ...... 702-492-6269 or email guerrabn@aoI.com 

NEW MEMBERS 
TERRY CIONI 
#107 - 4155 SARDIS STREET 
VANCOUVER, B.C., CANADA V5H lK3 

MICHIO FUKUSHIMA 
P.O. BOX 1304 
ROCKVILLE, MD 20849 

BURTON KENT JOOSTEN 
1605 SAN SEBASTIAN LANE 
HOUSTON, TX 77058 

DAVID JUMPER 
992 TAYLOR OAKS DRIVE 
WACO, TX 76705 

MICHAEL LIMM 
845 5TH. AVE. #34 
SAN RAFAEL, CA 94901 

MARTIN C. LIPSIUS 
P.O. BOX 941644 
MAITLAND, FL 32794 

LEIF NORDWALL 
STUREGATAN 1 
75314 UPPSALA, SWEDEN 

JON RISFELT 
KOLTRASTVAGEN 35 
S-183 51 TABY, SWEDEN 

SONNY TOWNSEND 
S.c.!., P.O. BOX 149 
MONTICELLO, FL 32345 

TATSUO UCHIDA 
2-5-7 SHINMEI 
URAWA-KU, SAITAMA-SHI, 
JAPAN 330-0065 

WILLIAM WHEELER 
10818 CHILDS COURT 
SILVER SPRING, MD 20901 \ 

NEW ADDRESSES 
JEFFREY FELTON 
1616 SAN JOSE PLACE 
PAMONA, CA 91768 

NHS BACK ISSUE & 
REPRINT SERVICE! 

AVAILABLE "ORIGINAL" BACKISSUES OF THE "NIKON 
JOURNAL" INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING NUMBERS: 

32,40,41,43,44,45,46,47,48,50,53,54,58,59,60,61,62, 
63,64,65,66,67,68,70,71,72,73,74,75,76,77,78,79,80, 
81, 82,83, 84,85,86,87,88,89,90,91,92,93,94,95 & 96. 

$7 .00 EACH IN U.S.A. POSTPAID 
$9.00 EACH OVERSEAS POSTPAID 

HIGH QUALITY COPIES PRINTED ON 11X17 PAPER THEN 
FOLDED & STAPLED (INCLUDES "ONLY" THOSE ISSUE 
NUMBERS 'NOT' LISTED ABOVE!) 

$5.00 EACH IN U.S.A. POSTPAID 
$7.00 EACH OVERSEAS POSTPAID 

BLACK & BEAUTIFUL! 
PLEASE ADD THE FOLLOWING NIKON RF BLACK BODY 
SERIAL NUMBERS TO OUR UPDATED AND REVISED 
'NBS BLACK LIST'LAST PUBLISHED IN NHS-90! 

6180739 6194044 6322354 
THE FOLLOWING NUMBERS ARE THOSE OF 'FAKES'! 

6146091 6157373 6204781 6212307 

'NHS' .RED DOT F LIST 
PLEASE ADD THE FOLLOWING NIKON F RED DOT BODY 
SERIAL NUMBERS TO OUR COMPLETE LIST PUBLISHED 
IN NHS-82. 

6589023 6590127 6593380 6594781 
(Please see the website of NHS member Matthew Lin. He 
keeps a running list of Red Dot Fs on his site and updates it 
regularly. Look to his site for the most complete and accu­
rate Red Dot list.) 

www.matthewlin.com 



TWO VERY 
INTERESTING 

NIKONF 
CAMERAS! 

1 thought you might find these two Nikon F 
cameras a bit interesting, but for very differ­
ent reasons. 
The shot above of Nikon F #31 appeared on 
our official NBS website in mid July. Accord­
ing to Webmaster Fred KrughofJ, it recently 
soldfor .... are you ready? .. $160!!! So you see, 
it can still happen. No idea where it went to 
or who sold it, but events such as this keep 
the fires burning within our palpitating 
chests! Keep on alookin'! 
At left is a photo from member Bruce Sirovich. 
Be sent it to me with the question 'how did 
this one get out of the factory?' Good ques­
tion. 1 have seen over the years, and own a 
few examples, where Nikon RF & F numbers 
are not quite right. A little out of line or a 
digit or two a little too high or low. But never 
one this bad! Since the serial number on the 
F was also its focal plane indicator, it being 
correctly engraved is very important. So where 
do you measure with this one? From the lead­
ing '6' or the ending '4'? Decisions, decisions, 
decisions! 
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