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EDITORIAL 
I have yet ano ther jam-packed issue again as I have been 

blessed with many artic les & ideas frol1l1he membership. S ince 
there are times when I have to struggle to fill these pages, slich 
an ample supply of materia l, w ith even more in the pipel ine. 
makes me very happy. I hope this flow of materia l continues 
because every society of a ny kind needs the act ive participation 
of its members. Thank you to all my contribu to rs. But before I 
get into their various a rtic les I have a sad note to re lay to you. 

IN MEMORIUM ... 
Jan Bos. who has attended nearly every NHS Convention 

including # 13 in Pari s, where he helped assemble the Tony Hurst 
Wa ll , was the victim ofa sudden & tragic work re lated accident 
in early November. Jan died instantly from a massive head injury 
that occurred on a job he had only had fo r a few weeks. He had 
j ust turned 60. Jan was quiet and reserved and always willing to 
help. He appears in two photos in our coverage of NHS-Con 13 
in issue # 11 6. Please look to pages 8 ( le ft center) and 10 ( left 
lower center) for the last photos I have of him . Jan was one of 
those people you j ust couldn ' t get angry at , w ho never had a 
harsh word about anyone. I rea lly liked him and I wi ll miss him, 
as w ill all w ho knew him . 

As I sa id, we have a full issue aga in starting with photos by 
Bi ll Kraus of the actua l Nikon I that has been the property of 
Eastman Kodak s ince mid- 1950 and was the test camera in the 
fa mous Marjoram Report . See page I. 

On page 4 our resi dent ex pe rt 0 11 the German market 
"NIKKOR F', Uli Koch, de lves deeper into what was going 
on when Nikon could no t use its name with in the borders of 
Germany. An interest ing tal e about a strange chapter in the 
hi sto ry ofN ikon that they eventually overcame, outli ving many 
German makers. 

Dutch member Nico Van Dijk has written an artic le about the 
first completely N ikon-made professional DSLR. the landmark 

ikon D I. Yes we have come a long way s ince 1999, but you 
wi ll see that Nikon was out of the gate at a full ga llop from the 
ve ry begi nning. A nother reason why they have reta ined the 
profess ional dig ital market to thi s day with the 'best stuff' on 
the planet! See page 8. 

Be lgian member Chri s Sap g ives us part 1 ofa ' fun ' article 
about a series of Nikon fi lm S LRs that I bet most o f you have 
never heard of. After some words about the va rious Nikon 'N' 
& "U' mode ls, he goes into detai l about the "Lem ix' & 'A nam ' 
Nikons. The 'what you say'? See page I I with more next issue. 

Jeffrey Fe lton, who probably knows more about the early 
Nikon BCB & BC fla shguns that anyone e lse I know, g ives us a 
complete description o f' the e lec trical sys tem used to fire those 
wonderful old bulb units . It is rea lly more com pli ca ted than 
si mply inserting a few batteries. Fascinating reading that JefT 
will add to in the next issue. See page 14. 

It is still almost 2 yea rs to 'HS-Con 14 so too earl y for any 
news right now, but I w ill publish what I know as soon as I 
know it. Start making your plans to ' leave your heart in San 
Franc isco ' in 2014. 

The new dues structure is in effect by the time you read thi s. 
Please see our masthead to the left . RJR 



THE ACTUAL SPECIMEN USED IN THE 'MARJORAM REPORT' .. SEE NHS-61! 

GEORGE EASTMANS NIKON I ... 
THE 'MARJORAM' CAMERA 

By WILLIAM KRAUS 

I've wanted to get a c loser look at the Nikon J at George Eastman As for specifi cs: 

House, since I first saw it on d isplay years ago. \Vith help from Fi ne matte chrome fini sh malches o n to p, front and base plates. 
Techno logy C urator, Todd Gustavson, the wish came true during Engravings are "fine'. 

a vis it to Rochester thi s last July. Back number matches: #5 are 2mm high, 10.5111111 total length. 
Of course, George Eastman ( 1854-1932) never saw a N ikon M 10J on base : leners 1.5mm high, inscr iption length 20.5111111. 

camera, but the company he fo unded, Kodak and the legacy that '0 14 ' stamped inside bottom of base near the tri pod socket. 

he I eft , prov ided for the la rgest 111 useUlll ri~n ..:.tl..:.,e~w..:.o..:.r~ld~d:::e:.:d..:.i c~a:::t..:.ed~to~...L--c:3-:.r-,-i v:.:e::t .:.m~a::r::k:.s .::o-,-n"t::h:.e .::b::a.::,se, r~a :rc prom i nen t around lri pod soc ket. 
photography. image size (per Maljoram) is: 23 .5 

Nikon I #609 194 appeared 30.5mm . 
Rochester. New York , in 1948 . A (7) tooth film sprocket. 
camera repairman, E.B. Marjoram, take-up spool. 

asked by Kodak to examine, in scale is in meters with closest 
and report 011 the new 35mtn ca l marked '0 .9' . 

from Japan. That report * was issued in tics marked: 2, 3 .5, 4 , 5, 6, 
November 1948. II , 16,22. 

button without a red dot. 
documented on a typewritten 3x5 ye l 

index card , the filing system used l_======~=~~~~~:=~~~~J USC UJ11 identification number on 
Kodak to catalog its holdings, and I camera back & case: 90: 128:5 
preserved in the museum. It shows that 

the camera entered the archives on May 27, 1950. The camera *E. B. Marjoram (Camera Repair Serv ice, Rochester, NY) issued 

mode l is listed as '20-JK 6/ 1 '. a comprehensive report o n the camera and lens, dated November 
While the camera is v irtually new cosmetica lly, the shutter no 1948 . The report has been reproduced in its ent irety in the Nikon 

longer functions, and the foc us ing mount is essent ially frozen. The Histor ical Society Journal #6 1, September 1998. However. the 

shutter cu rtain d id not appear to be original. There is one strip of accompanying photographs in issue #6 1 are of camera #609322. 

leather covering m iss ing, in the back,ju s~t~u~n~d.:.er':.:t~h!:e~e..E~s..:f~ro~n~l_L~~~~.2!!.~~!.£!~c..t;r~evealed his full name, Ernes t Baker 
the eyepiece to the right strap eyelet. oram, born Jul y 23, 1920. After 

T he missi ng leather reveal s two ng in WW Il , opened Do uble 'M' 
spots o n the corner orthe body casting, Repair Service with Raymond 
but it is on the opposite e nd from w here in 1946. He left Rochester in 

the eventual double prong fla sh sockets the mid- 1950 's for California where he 
wou ld be on the la ter synched mode l cont inued working in the phot%ptics 

MS. OVas NK tltinking ofjlaslt .':vnd, industry. His name appears on severa l 
tltis ellriy? Doubtful, since tlte patents. He passed away July 11 ,2002. 
filia lly llsed WIIS desigJlel1 by A 

Gasser at lemu a year or.''iO after George Eas tm an House, 900 Ea s t 

clImera was maJlIl/tlctllred. Aj'/oI''' er~~:;:;;;;;:::~:",,::::'''_~~~ ~_~~ Ave., Rochester, NY, is an independent 
'NikoJ1'mystery! RJR) L _________ -, __________ nonprofit mu se um dedicated to 

The f2 Nikko I' lens. #70822. matches photography and motion pictures, with 
the body both in v intage and cosmetics. It has a s ing le aperture an extensive archive of pri nts, films and photographic equipment. 

scale and a bright c hro me fini sh. The g lass is c lear, but the The museum is also well known for its work in film restorat ion 
diaphragm is frozen at f2. The lens cap is m iss ing. and preservation. www.eastmanhouse .o rg 

The origina l case shows some handl ing wear but the leather 
is in remarkably fine condition, as is the light blue-gray ve lvet 

lining. The origina l sti tching on the nose is in tact. ALL PHOTOS COURTESY WILLIAM KRAUS 
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Here we h(llie Vllf;OIlS tleflliled photos oj'a very importllnt 

(lfl(/Ilisforic Nikolll camero. This {lctllal camera, #609194, 
)tillS used by Ellstmoll KOl/t,k 10 lie/ermine the quality lIIul 
execution of the new Jllp"llese 35111111 from (Ill unknown 
maker called Nippon Kogakll. They c!rose a local repair-
111(111, E.B. Marjoram, to l/isassemhle & report Irisjindillgs. I 
am Slire they IUlll ill-house technicians film ('oliM Illlve done 
fir is, bllt maybe they wanted a totally Illlbiasel/ asseS"Ullellt. 
Whate,'er their reasons, il slIrJ'ives to this llay. 

::...-2 L.'-__ _ 
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8 a.;":era 
Top .. The Illlmber '0 /4 ' is stampel/ illsit/e 

PRODUCT :,ilson :55;,ll. •• -- --4-.- baseplllle lIellr the tripoli fitting. A bOlle left .. The 
20- JK6/1 I r.ASE SEC. SHELF b{ll'k h{ls the matching .seritll "umber lightly 

MODEL No. 
ellgmvell. Abm'e .. The missing piece of lea/her Dr. N o. Ca t. N o. Page 

Nameli of M fr. and Agents along the rellr just ullder the top pillfe revelll.\' the 
Japan Optical Co . Ltd . oyko presence of willi 1 looks like two filletl ill holes. /" 

/950, long after this body left lite lac1(1)" N-K 
laken from list a.n,u letter sent to •. ,r . J • . • ' Al.1-r.r W()Uhillc/Opf a 'hi-post ' sync" socket (/esigll that 
K n ... ;s'",ay, :::'ondon, . C. 2- J'-1pe 24 , 184 0 would Ileell ,'UIL'h holes. However, if WIIS done 

011 fh e 'opposite ' em/ of the cllIllera ! I.\" it ellen 
Fi tted '.'lith :likkor f /3 . 5- r'5c . Sc,ave 1 Lens feasible that N-K wOlild have been thinking 

Price L5 Vii th case . 
~ "r-J: t.P"je-f 

along those very SllJlle desig ll plll'ameters this 

t.4~.J- b O~ .t "-<-- early Oil? Seems IInlikely, yet the very similar 
system was e,'elltually marketed, albeit 011 the 

See "National Photo Dealer" Oct . 1949-page 74 other end of the bOlly. The cords woultl hmle 
Ove rseas Finance & Trading Co.,465 California St . beell a COllstallt nightmare 011 the windiJlg eJlll, 
San FranciSCo , Calif . 

( qv-W) getting in the way of (f{h'aIlL'ing the film. The 
~IO 71)1 hecelved 2-27-192°) 

rewind end WllS a milch wiser decision. 

Here we hm'e reprollllcell both sides 0/ the 3x5 yellow 
lIt opu1a.r ?;;,Q ,0 :ru.:)[lyfl 1951 - J'~~e dO index carli Bill mentions in the text. This gilles liS II lietaileli S8e "p ·11 

provenance for Nikoll I #609194. Above we can see tllllt 1'll . I± ,-.2.2.rr~ . , C L..'Tl(;ra -"; .L I{or -1'\" " ~~ ________ 

the camera (IIlt/ lens were receillell by Eastman Kodllk Oil See "Pho tographlc Trade News tl April 1951- p . 50 
May 27, 1950. Howe,'er, it llppears that a Mr. J. F. D'Altoll List price of the camera with the following lens 
of London may have possessel/ of the camera at lellst as eqUipment is; with ~?5 Nikkor-~l89 . 00 
ellrly II.S J Uli e 24, 1949. It also sllys tillit the 'list ' WllS with f 2 Lens------~2~9 . 00 
retllrllel/ to Bill Lll??? ill the 'Export Dept ', bllt 110 date. with f!4 lens------~3 9 . 00 
Was it ill London first lllld then it came to the U.S.? It is See T2 IMisc . T. Ms .--Nikko-s tart llDojl95l 
obviolls KOl/llk knew of O,'erseas FilulJlce ill Cillifornia. S'-'e " J<J"1er1can PhotQ.'jr aphy" .~u:1e - ,Tuly l Q<;2- p· 43 
Did they get itfrom them? Right •. the bllcksilie lists various Rl .. ~ ts to sell .• 1ko:). elL f'>r ne ) 10. ,ak~'w r lO!lSf S 
sources of ill/o and prices including Pop Photo & A mericllll n e been ' !~a lsferr'Jd to tl~ e ik)n Cdrnera Co . 
Photography. It also notes the arrival of the Nikoll ClIIllera .lnc . 25 Calif)rni" S!; . Slln :. ranc l sco Calif' • 
Co. at a lIew adl/ress. 
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THE GERMAN 'NIKKOR F'SAGA CONTINUES .... 
HOW & WHY DID IT BEGIN & HOW DID IT END? 

THE FIRST YEARS OF VARIMEX 
To 111 0St of the members ort he NHS it is well known that Nikon 

products were sold in Germany under the brand name' ikkor', 
What was the reason? 

At the 1960 Photokina NK was surprised by an injunction 
obta ined aga inst them by Zeiss Ikon because of the similarity of 
the names Nikon and Ikon. The result was that NK was not allowed 
to use the name Nikon in Germany just at the point of the arrival 
orthe Nikon F. It took about 2 years for NK to fi nd a solution & a 
di stributor who was wil ling to merchandise Nikon products under 
a brand name other than Nikon. 

Varimex Gmb H, Frankfurt, (nol to be confused with a Polish 
com pany of the same name who a lso distributed photographic 
products) became the sa le distributor of Nikkor products for 
Germany in mid-1962. Offeri ng products wi th a 'wrong' brand 
name was not thei r only problem. They had to somehow se ll 
Japanese items, which had a reputation fo r both poor quality 
problems and a history of produc ing only knock-ofT or copycat 
merchandi se. The German photo dealers. under pressure from the 
German photo industry, wanted to sell on ly better quality products 
so they ignored or refused to carry Japanese items. This did begin to 
change in the late 60's as Japanese products obtained high quality 
yet were offered at a lower price than German ones. 

Varimex was founded in 1957 by Fr itz Gross, Fel ix Wiener 
and Hendrik Wiener. The company spec ialized in the impon of 
Japanese goods and they distr ibuted Japanese Elmo ci ne cameras 
for a long time. The contact with NK was made by the German 
branch of Mit sub is hi. 

The main focu s, after SOme internal discussions. was the semi­
profess ional photographer and not depart ment stores or catalog 
companies. The right decision from my point of view, and not 
dilTicult to make, because of the high prices NK had to ask for 
their products. 

It was very difficult to distribute Niko l1 in Germany and I' ll 
give you two examples of how Mr. Gross tried to stimulate sales. 

He asked his relatives to vis it camera shops and inquire about 
Nikon products and show their interest in them. It was hoped that 
this would cause the storeowners to become interested in carrying 
Nikon products. The problem was that the original investment was 
DM 5000 for the open ing order, or start-up kit. Gross was told that 
this was the price of a VW Beet le. Most store owners were not 
willi ng to make th is ini tial investment and had to ask themselves 
should I spend this money on Japanese equipment or offer my 
Cllstomers Gennan cameras which he had in stock, such as those 
from Leitz and Ze iss. 

Right fro m the beginn ing Varimex wanted to use the status of 
the Nikol1 F as 'the ' camera of the photojournali st in the U.S.A., 
in Germany as well. What was known was that the German 

ByULIKOCH 
magazine 'Stern ' (a very fa mous magazine sim ilar to LIFE) had 
3 staffers who were sa id to be using Nikkor cameras. In 1964 Mr. 
Gross approached the Stern publisher and had 19 of their stafT 
photographers photographed with a Nikkor camera. The resu lt 
was a 22-page brochure with a print run of 50,000 copies, which 
was meant to be inserted into the next Stern issue. As Mr. Gross 
told the story, the action was stopped when two camera companies 
pressured the pub lisher and the operation was halted before the 
issue was prin ted. Mr. Gross had to live with this and threw a great 
dea l of the brochures into the trash, otherwise today we would 
have many more copies ava ilable on the market. The two camera 
companies were probably Ernst Leitz and Zeiss Ikon. A fe w years 
ago 1 mel Thomas Hoepker, then still president of the Magnum 
photo agency, NY, at a Westlicht auction in Vienna and asked him 
about the incident. He told me he had to hold a Nikkor camera to 
be photographed with it and got an amount of money, At that time 
he only used Leica cameras. And so it was probably the same with 
a great number of the photographers in the brochure. For Varimex 
il was a significant setback and financ ially very ex pensive. The 
on ly way left to use these brochures was 10 give them to NikkoI' 
dealers, whose number at that lime was quite small. 

The next Photokina. after the di saster in 1960, began unusually. 
Photoki na 1962 had two ads in the corporate and product catalog, 
one by Varimex with likkor products and one by ippon Kogaku, 
Japan. (even with the injunction) with Nikon products. Why did 
th is happen? 0 one will ever know, but there was only one 
exhi bit ion booth at Photokina. In 1966 and 1968, however, ads 
were only found with Varimex and Nikkor products. 

The first print ad by Varimex appeared in the Jul y 1962 issue of 
'Fotomagazin '. Strangely there arc pictured two Ni kkorex cameras 
and the Nikon brand name also appears in this ad. No reference to 
the Nikkor F (possibly at that time the internal discllssions as 10 

target customers was not complete). The next ad in the ovember 
1962 issue shows the same two Nikkorex cameras, and now with 
Nikkor designat ion, a Nikkor F as well. 

Brochures from the early Varimex years unfortunate ly have no 
printing dates, but the first two Nikkor F brochures are unusual . On 
one hand thei r design is entirely diffe rent from Nikon brochures 
in other countries, such as Japan and the US. On the other hand, 
the first brochure shows a man with a camera in hi s hand. The 
probably immed iately published second printing has the visua l 
focus exc lusively on the product. Unusual, too. the brochures were 
printed not in Germany but in Japan or Sw itzerland (there in 196 1 
the European distribution headquarters was founded). Not un til the 
mid-1960's did the design of the Nik kor brochures match those of 
the worldwide promotion concept ofN ikon products. 



The color scheme of the instructiolll11anuals was not in line 
with the rest of the world either. They partially Ll sed shock ing 
colors. The cover of the firs t Nikkor F manua l is br ight ye llow 
and ugly. One has to look twice to see what is printed on it. A ticr 
a short time, probably as early as 1963. the design came into line 
with the worldwide scheme. Instructi on manuals for accessories. 
and sometimes lenses. were al so in di ffere nt colors. A systemat ic 
approach but why one is printed in blue and one in pa le ye llow, 
with the same printing date of 1966, has evaded me. Also, why 
are some manuals printed in German and some in Engli sh? Did 
Varimex want to save the cost of translati on because they assumed 
that the semi-pros spoke English? 

As all products had to be sold in Germany under the brand 
name Nikkor, it is interesting to see how NK im provised to satisfy 
this requi rement. Sometimes quite economically whi le other times 
at high costs. The first Nikkor F cameras came with a standard 
prism marked ' ' ikon F' on the underside plate. Later. and only 
for a short time, this finde r had no brand name at all. but instead 
a serial number. which is the only time the standard' F' prism was 
ever numbered in any market! Later still it was labeled ' Nikkor 
F' . For other items the Nikkor name was engraved (high costs 
with low production quantities) or a Nikkor sticker was applied 
over the Nikon name. Fina lly, on some items the brand was 
completely omitted. A bund le of opportuni ties for col lectors and 
an interesting fie ld. Ifany of the readers have discovered a NikkoI' 
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Right ... Pictllrell is olle of the very first N IKKOR 
F cmlleras sold ill Germany. It is #64 795 72 & it is 
lisled tiS 'NIKKOR CAMERA Model F. ' IVlw l is 
illferesting is that the w(lrr(l llf), card is ill English '! 
Also show" is a Micro-Nikkor f3.5155111111 with its 
cartl, It/SO ill English. Cameras lip to micl-1966 
came with the uppercase 'NIKKOR ' ellgrtll1illg. 
Later cameras ('lime with 'Nikkor ' llamepltlte/or 
some IIlIkllO"''' reasOIl. 
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accessory I wou ld apprec iate the information. (Please emai l me 
at: nikoll_uli@.web.de). 

Back to Varimex and the end of the likkor peri od. In early 
1970 Mr. Gross was in tough negotiations with Ze iss Ikon because 
of the brand name and price fi xing of photograph ic products in 
Germany. The result was that NK was finall y allowed to use their 
Nikon brand name in Germany. Unfol1 unately, Mr. Gross had made 
a big mistake here because, in spite of hi s personal commitment 
to Nikon products, the contract was signed only between Nippon 
Kogak u and Ze iss Ikon. The resu lt was that the contract between 
N K and Varil11ex was cance lled in the autumn of 197 1! 

Th is was the inev itab le end for Vari mex because beginning 
in January 1972, NK distributed its products through its own 
subsidiary, Nikon GmbH Dusse ldor f. At the time Varimex had a 
network of 150 dealers. 

A ner recording serial numbers of NikkoI' F cameras for 15 
years (database of about 250 cameras). my conclusion is that 
more than half of the recorded bodies were produced in 1969. 
In prev ious years. espec ially before 1967. only a few ikkor F 
cameras appeared. Conc lusion: Varimex initially had an extremely 
difficult time bringing Nikkor products into Germany, and only 
towards the end of the Nikkor era did the' F' become established 
in the German market. 

The opinion of Mr. Gross is that NK di d not apprec iate the 
pioneeri ng work of Va rimex in Germany and. therefore, did not 
honor it accord ingly. The view on the part of NK may have been 
different. The Nikon F was produced in the late 1960's at the rate 
of 100,000 per year. The sale of several hundred pieces at that 
time in Germany probably did not fit into NK's plans. Varimex 
was liqu idated in 1972 and Mr. Gross and the Wieners turned to 

other act ivi ties . 
Left .. TIre promotional brodlllre tlrllt was at lellst plirtililly wislr/ ul 
tlrinking, as the/llmolls photojollflllliist Thomas Hoepker (top) 
admits. Howel1er, a f ew year.,' later it WllS reality fo r m(lny of 
them, as the Nikon F beCltme (III illfegral part o/their everyday 
working elluipmellt. 



r __ 6--=~~~ ________________ ---, S illce the promotiollal mate-

Dos System der Nikkor F 
und Nikkormot FTN 

rilll produced for the 'NIKKOR' 
body o/equipment was uniqlle it 
is, in itself, of col/edible inter­
est. Left .. All ellrty Vllrimex ad 
tlrat looks ,'ery good. However, 
Varimex lwei ollly 7 employees 
ill 1971 & it is doubt/ulthey Iwd 
their OJVIl (I{lverti.sing {/epartmellt. 

RighI .. Illterested defilers were 
personally I'isile(/ by olle of the 
Varimex owners as Ihis letters 
states. BTW..this dealer, FOlo 
WlIlter is still II big dellier of Nikoll 
(& Leicll) products. Below left .. 
Basically tire sallie brochure but 
the olle 011 the right was printed 
ill Japan while the left olle was 
(Iolle ill Switzer/(llu/!There are 
a few slight differences ill print­
ing. Below right .. Two different 
brodlllres illllstrating the lise of 
hoth types of C(JIIlera nameplates! 
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An effort WllS malle to mark each & 
ellery accessory, no mailer its size or 
importance, with the 'NIKKOR' Ilame 
to prellell1any legal problems. Left .. The 
waist level finder, its box & instrllction 
sheet were so marked! Right .. E,len the 
Action Finder, whose ollly namepitlte is 
hillt/ell when it is mOllnted, was markell 
liS 'NIKKOR', as was its instrllction 
sheet. So all the boxes & literatllre, 
not just the prodllcts, were spec'ially 
produced by N-Kfor this limited market. 
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.. ow TO US( 

H'IfIfOif M o roa P.'V[ f." 

1Ii~~~i~ Th is prtlclice o/mtlrking ellch item with ' he 'N I KKOR ' mlllle 
has reSlllfe{/ ill some relatively rare items ,hal ellh ,," c'e 0111' 

enjoyment oJ Nikoll collecting these 50 years laler. Above lefL 
NI .... ON O<oo ..... u K . IC . Tlte very fare F250 sltot 'Nikkor ' motor is II perlec:! example. 

'1:;;:;~g~~~~~~~ Above .. r he F36 ,'ersion, though nol (I S rare, is still very mud , 
,;, sOllgh, lifter. Be/om.Even the cordless h i/tie r)' pack WIIS so 

A bove .. Yet lIJ10ther accessory with the 'N IKKOR ' Jlam e. A ll o/tlte ,I(l r i -

011.\' Photomic mOI/els were so lIU1rkel/. The 'NIKKOR ' IIl1me couit/ be 
fo ulld as all ellgrtlvillg, embossillg or printing, or ellen left off elltire(v! 
Belo w. . Probllbly the rllrest item tllilt resulted from the IlI w suit was the 
'/VI KKOR J ', wh;ch we llil ve covered ;11 these pages prell;ow;ly. S till to 

marked. N otice IlllIt (III rite litera/ure ii /SO IIses the term '/'\11 K­
KOR '. Not sho",,, (Ire lit e various accessories/ of the motors, 
till ofwhid l (Ire also IIU1rke(/ 'N IKKOR '. 

this lIllY a very difficult item to obtain and II t"IU~!'liiiii.ijl~~~~~~~~~~~~~~'~~'~':~:V::~_....J&~~ i C"O~. 

ALL PHOTOS 
BY 

ULI KOCH 
(This article & these pho­
tos, plus many others, 
originally appeared in 
the Oct/Nov/Dec issue of 

=,-:::;~,~::~~~~1 'Photo Deal', published in 

~~~W~;;'~"~"~'~i~~ Germany by NHS member 
::: Rudolf Hillebrand) 
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NIKON'S FIRST PROFESSIONAL 

DSLR ... THE NIKON D1 
It is really amazing with which speed digita l photography ­

a. k.a. imaging - has swept film photography away during the last 
decade. Although Sony and Canon were develop ing digital cameras 
in the early 1980's, N ikol1 introduced a 'st ill -v ideo' camera in 
1986, follQ\ved by its first 'serious' digital camera. the N ikon QV 
1000C, in 1990. Kodak made use of many Nikon SLR bodies (e.g. 
Ni kon F3, FSO I/SOOS, F90XlS, Pronea, etc.) to present its Digital 
Camera System (DCS). Together with Fuj i Inc. Nikon developed 
the Nikon/Fujix E-series. Thesc co-operations ended in 1998 . 

Nikon started to develop, entirely on its own , a profess ional 
digita l SLR in 1996. A spec ial department was set up under the 
supervision of Mr. Kiyoshige Shibazaki, who started his career 
in developing video cameras. Based on the body of the N ikon 
FS, Nikon Corp. offi cially announced the D I on June IS, 1999. 
The camera became avai lable in September 1999 at a staggering 
S5,8S0 in the USA and 6000+ Euro in Europe. 

The development orthe camera was quite an exercise for the 
team o f engineers. It took 2 years to succeed in powering the image 
sensor. It may seem rid iculous now that that 23.7x IS.6mm RGB 
CC D sensor has a 2.66 effective Mp, but those pixels are rather 
large ( 11 .8 micron) when compared to those used in many Coolpix 
and SLR cameras. The D I X and D I H have the same sensor, but 
the D2X has a Sony sensor with 12.4M p of5.5 micron each, while 
the D3 has a Renesas 12. 1 Mp sensor of 8.45 micron and the D4 
has a Renesas 16.2 Mp sensor of7.3 micron each. 

Mr. Shibazak i in a 2006 interview: "1 guess that it 's now sa fe 
to reveal that the D I image sensor, with specifications not ing 
a pixel count of 2.7 million, actua lly had a pixe l count of 10.8 
million. The technica l reason fo r an actual pixel count 4 times 
greater than that indicated publicly lies in the need to ach ieve 
high sensiti vity and a good signal-to-noise ratio. Unl ike current 
cameras, for which final pixel counts account for indi vidual pixels, 
we had to include multiple pixels in each pixel unit with the D I. 
I n short, our deve lopment of an image sensor with so many pixels 
at such an early stage in the hi story of digital cameras indicates 
the importance placed on SLR camera development at Nikon. 
Keeping a ll of thi s in mind, our ability to offer high-speed dri ve 
technology that made 5 FPS shooting of I 0.8 mi llion pixel images 
possible is something I am truly proud of." 

As stated above, the body of the D I was in fac t that of the sturdy 
Nikon F5. If you would (but better not l ) open the back of any DI 
you' ll see the space, where once the fi 1m take-up spool resided, 
is now used to house the memory card. The door of that memory 
card compartment brings me to the few drawbacks of the camera. 
The rubber coating of the entire body wil l give a lot of problems 
aft er several years of intensive use; the rubber coating of that little 
door will drive you crazy after some weeks! Also the rubber cover 
of the connector at the lower right backside of the body will come 
off easily. Most D I '5 have an improved replacement cover used 
on the DI XID IH . 

By NICO VAN DIJK 
The exposure meter wi th the 1005-p ixe l CC D comes from 

the FS, although the viewfinder seems to come from the F I 00. 
The autofocus system (CAM 1300 module) with S sensors can be 
found in the F5 and the F I 00 too. The autofocus detec tion works 
from EV - I to EV 19 (at ISO 100). 

However, in comparison to what the competitors had to offer 
in 1999 the N ikon D I was and st ill is a very nice workhorse. It 
has a high shutter speed o f 1/ 16,000 sec. And a Aash synch of 
1/500 sec. The physical shutter does not have much impact on 
those high speeds as the shutter speeds are handled e lectronically. 
The shutter curtain and the sensor are not very re fl ecti ve so on ly 
DX-Aashes may g ive a ri ght exposure. Most o lde r (non-DX) 
flashes are measuring the fl ash refl ection off the film as soon as 
the shutter is opened. So. if there is no decent reflection (of the 
sensor) measuring the intensity of the fl ash li ght will be diffi cult 
and/or inaccurate. Each image shot with the camera in NEFfRAW 
will result in 'eating' onl y 7.S Mb of your memory card. Prints on 
DIN-A4 (now ISO 2 16) or US-letter are no problem. Given the fact 
that most newspapers and magazines are printed in a resolution of 
300 dpi. those 2.66 Mp are more than enough. Interest ing fact is 
that th is camera is one of the very rare Nikon digital SLR's that 
never needed a fi nnware upgrade in all those years! The software in 
the ca mera uses FAT 16 (File Allocation Table), int roduced in 1996 
by Mi crosoft (Windows 95). Nikon introduced post-process ing 
imaging software (call Nikon View) to process NE F images taken 
with the Nikon D I series. Newer cameras (N ikon D2 series & 
later) are using FAT32 making newer N ikon View (NX) software 
necessary to process EF images. Oddly enough a photographer 
had to pay an addit ional and serious amount (up to US $SOO I) for 
the Nikon software which made it possible to process NEF images! 

It is advisable to shoot in NE F onl y as this is the onl y format 
that conta ins exactly the data that comes from the CC D. All NEF 
images wi ll· be saved in 12-bit RG B, all others (JPG & TIFF) will 
be saved in 8-bit RG B or will be compressed ( 1/4, 118, 1/16). 
Saving images is possible on Compact Flash cards or I BM Micro 
drives with a memory capacity up to 2G B. Memory cards with a 
higher capac ity wi ll be seen by the camera as a 2G B card. 

An interesting feature is that one can use nearly all AI-Nikkors 
(MF & AF) produced since 1977 and those older Nikkors that 
were converted to AI. Even non-A I lenses wil l fit , though for stop­
down metering only. But be careful not to touch/hit the electronic 
contacts in the D I 's F-mount. Due to the smaller format of the 
CC D there is that famous crop factor, which is, for mosl Nikkors, 
around 1.5. An advantage is that you will use the central area 
of the lens, which means that light fa lloff is reduced, chromatic 
aberration is less and the corners of the image will be sharper. A 
standard 50mm Nikkor will become a 75111111 portra it lens. Wide­
angle lenses will lose a lot of their angle, but teles wi ll increase 
their magnification power by I.S. Bellows and some macro-rings 
(PK - Il a, PK-1 2, etc.) can be used as well. 



} 
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Today used Ni kon D I cameras are easy to find at very 
reasonable prices. For less than S 150 a D I is yours. Some 40.000 
we re produced. unknown how many survived. T he camera 
was rep laced by the D I X and D I H in the summer of 200 I. 
Developments in digita l photography are going so fast thai the 
D I cannot be connected to PC's running under Windows Vista 
or Windows 7/8. You' ll need a memory card reader to transfer 
images to your PC. 

Since the D I is the very fi rst digita l SLR made entirely by Nikon 
it wi ll become a very collect ible camera. Including the re latively 
expensive EN-4 batteries. EH-4 AC ( I 00-240V) adapte r. battery 
charger MH - 16 ( 100-240V AC) and MH-1 7 ( 12V DC) . 

AbOile .. Th e DI (111(/ its s llcce.'iisors: Nikoll DIX (Iml Nikoll DJ H. 
Below right .. Front view oIIIIe Nikoll DI. 
Be/ow left .. Rear view of the Df. 
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Abo"e .. Nikoll DI frolll Jllly 1999 pills Nik­
kor 5.8cllllfl.4 frolll Murcil 1960 lIIollllted. 
Nearly 40 yellrs ('Pllrt & s fill compatible! 
Rigil t .. Nikoll D I + box + Buttery EN-4 + A C 
{f(lupter EH-4 + MH-/7 ull/o (11V) buttery 
adllpter (MH-J6 bat/elY adapter ('lillie ",ith 
CllIlIerll) + D I focusing !i('Teen E. 

ALL PHOTOS NLCO VAN DIJK 

Abo"e left .. Body #5000009, olle of tile "ery first so"l! A bo"e .. Spure sellsor 
pIlls lllidiriollli/ IIlITdware. Left .. The Nikoll D J sensor e.\]Jose(/. Be/om. Th e 
menu buttolls and screen OIl the r eliT o/the ('ameN'. 

A persOIllIlIlote: All ojthe over 1,300 B& JV photos ill my Nikoll RF hook were 
take" wilh II NikoJl DJ wl 60mlll lWicro-Nikkor. III aI/ I fired off Oller 12,000 
jrtlllles to (/0 the book. The DJ workel/jfalVlessly! A superb camera illdeel/. RJR 

-', 

• 

, 



ABOUT 'FUN' ... 
THE 'LEM/X' AND 

'ANAM' N/KONS .. PART / 
Many of you may have heard about Nikon Lemix. Braczko's 

books (N ikon Handbook & Nikon Fascinat ion) mention one, the 
FM2 Lemix. None are mentioned in hi s Pocket Book. 

The Nikon F & the Nikon N 
Nikon F: as we all know, the' F' comes from Fuketa, but 

there is also the Nikon ' N' series, which are normally found in the 
USA. Nikon told me "Tlte 'N '\Vas used as (ll1IeaS/lre against the 
grey market & to make some difference between US & European 
models. This mighr have been done 011 demand/rom Nikon USA. 
The 'N' might mean Nikon. " 

All two-digit models numbers: 50,55,60,70,75 & 80 also exist 
as N50, N60 etc. versions. both black & chrome, the 90 only in 
black & as 90 Transparent, a fully functional model. 

All three-digit model numbers: 30 1,40 I ,50 I ,60 I & 80 1 do not 
exist with ' N' denominations. They were given a new numbering 
system for the USA market (including the QD versions). The 
equ iva lents are listed below: 

F30 I = N2000 F40 I & S = N4004 
F40lX = N500S FSOI = N2020 

F60 I = N6006 F60 I M = N6000 F80 I = N8008 
I also asked Nikon why, for instance, FSO & NSO, & why for 

instance F301 & 2000 instead ofN30l' Their answer: " We do 
110' kilo IV aboUl why N5005 & 110' N501. Is i, 'he USA people's 
tas,e? They also added: "8/1' 'he flagship models have 'he global 
unified name." 

The flags hi p models be ing: F4, FS , F6 , are single-di git 
designations. There is one exception, the F 1 00, a three-digit model 
without an" "brother. 

THE NIKON U 
Collecting is F-U-N. We know about the 'F' & 'N', but what 

about the 'U'? When you search eSay for 'N ikon N', you can find 
1110st N-bodies. If you search 'Nikon U', on ly accessories with a 
'U' in the name turn up. If you limit the search to only cameras, 
you might find the U.S. Navy types (KS80A) or F's engraved "U.S. 
GOVER MENT PROPERTY". 

The "U" cameras I am now writing about are neither of these, 
& have nothing to do with the USA or with the Irish rock-band 
U2! In fact , the U-type I am referring to, I never fou nd one on 
e8ay or any Internet search. Where I did fi nd the first one was 
in a small shop in Osaka. Another in a shop dealing in modern 
Nikons in Tokyo. 

By CHRISTOPHE SAP 

There are three 'U' types: 
Nikon U F65/N6S type 
Nikon Us FS5/N5S type 
Ni kon U2 F75/N75 type 

So the 55, 65 & 7S ex ist as F's, U's & N's. F-U-N for all to find 
and collect. And this is what Nikon Tokyo wrote me: 
"U, Us & U2 a re original names only for the Japanese market. 
The target user of th ese cameras is the beginner, so Nikon 
chose a more friendly name in Japan. The sou nd of'U ' is very 
comfortable for Japanese people, because it is the same sound 
of the Japan ese character that means ' friend'. Another reason 
is a countermove agninst the grey market. The independent 
naming prevents irregular import & export." 

The Nikon ANAM 
Now after some F-U-N, lets come to the ANAM Nikons. 

Many of you might know the FM Lemix mentioned above, and 
some might have noticed the namcAnam in Braczko's book where 
he wrote: "The Flvl2 Lell/ix was bllilt IInder license by Analll 
Precision compClf~y ill Korea, with a s~ylish 'L ., as Lell1ix logo. It 
was produced on~.) Jor the Korean market & there H'ere no plans 
Jorexport . .. 

During one of my vis its to the late Arakawa-san, he gave me 
a book in which I found a picture of a ikon Anam camera and 
stat ing that it was assembled in South Korea from parts shipped 
by Nikon. 

SoAnam is the name of the manufacturer, which also used the 
name Lemix fo r certa in models. 

The Nikon Lemix 
The first Lemix I ever saw was the picture in Braczko's book. 

The first Lemix I found was on eSay, li sted August 13, 2009, as 
'N ikon Lemix FM2n camera + Nikkor 5011.4 + case.' 
The desc ript ion reads as fo llows: 
I) Nikon Lemix FM2n, made in JAPAN, Near Mint 
2) Nikon Lemix Nikkor 5011.4 
3) Nikon Lemix leather case 
4) Nikon Lemix wide camera strap 
5) Nikon L37 52 mm filter 
6) Nikon front lens cap 

I got exc ited and contacted the se ller in Australia. I was the 
winning bidder. So this picture of the Anam and the arri va l of the 
Lemix were the stan of a search for 'why'! 
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Many thanks to my nephew Bart, who brought me II of those 
Lemix-Anam Nikons st raight from Scoul where he worked several 
months in 2009. And a lso to Bill Kraus for his corrections a rmy 
English. Bill l owe you a Belgian beer during our next stop in 
Tokyo. 

What Did I Find? 
First to Wikepedia. When I searched Nikon Lcmix the response 

was: ' Did you mean Lumix?' What a shame, Lumix and Nikon .. 
But when I asked for Anam , bingo~ A lot of answers, unfortunately 
irre levant: Australian Nat ional Academy of Music, a band from 
the British Is les. etc. 

On the Internet a little better: 
" I have an FM3n with an ' L' sc ri pt, perhaps someone felt a 
need to custom ize the body." 
"Th e ' L' stands fo r Lemix. These were Nikon mode ls 
assembled in Korea by A nam Precision." 
But another asked: " Ifit was made in Korea , why does it say 
' Made in Japan'? Is it considered inferior to a Japanese made 
one? 
Someone tried to se ll an FM2L c la iming it was from Nikon 's 
special se ri es for NASA that was never so ld in stores. 
"I live in Korea and have experienced the Anam Nikon F40 I s 
and FSOI fo r over 6 years" . He gave th is as an answer to 
someone who was anxious about buying a Korean production. 
One from Si ngapore replied: "Anam also have made FM2s, 
F80 I , F40 I s, SQD, F30 I , Nikon RD, T W-20 and some other 
compacts. Shou ld be as good as made in Japan Nikon. 
Someone from Poland mailed me he has an FM2 and an FO-
20 in Lemi xJA nall1. 

And from websi tes the following: 
http ://ca maraco lecc ion. es/ N ikon_ F.html (cl ick on " camaras 
Nikon" & then on the camera type for a full description & photos) 
This is a Spanish site & they report: "The Korean company Anam 
Precis ion made FM 2 Lem ix s ince the 80's. Anam \vas a N ikon 
subcontractor for the Korean & Vietnamese markets. In fact they 
just assembled the parts coming from Japan. Bes ides cameras they 
also made lenses. batter ies & other accessor ies." 
hnp:llwww.nicovandijk.net/(s ite ofNHS member Nico Van Dijk. 
Click on Nikon Anam & Lemix). Shows some of these products. 
"A nam also assembled cameras for others inc luding Canon & 
Panasonic. Most of w hat they made was sold on the Asian market , 
mak ing them potential collection pieces." 
An Italian website com mented s imilarly about the FM2: " In o rder 
to compete in price, Nikon chose a cheaper way of production & 
chose Anam." It shows the di fferent FM2's, the FM2 Lemix and 

an FM2 88 Seoul Olympics! 
So now we have docume nted three ' foreign ' Ni kons: FM2 

Lemix, Anam & Olympics. 
And fina ll y, someone in France offered a Nikon F5G described 

as follows: "My nephew brought it for me from Korea, but the 
sel ler has written his name on it , ' Anam Nikon'! I was able to buy 

my first Anam, with lens, strap & case! Amen. 
So a lot was learned from the Internet stud y, but nowhere 

cou ld I find a full li st, nor the complete 'why'. So, back to Nikon 

\\lith a questionnaire. 
To be continued next issue: 

What N ikon wrote to me 
A dozen? 

Num bering 
Some Anam history 
Accessories 

The Nikoll N60 

The N ikoll Us 

The Nikoll N55 

The Nikoll F55 

Th e Nikoll U­
(Ii/SO made ill 
black) 



The Nikoll U2 

Abm1e ... The Nikoll Lemix F-801 with IIwtcltillg strap 
RighI ... The Nikoll F 90X ANAM 

Above ... The Nikoll F 601 QD ANAM 
Righf ... Nikof1 F50 ANAM wilh "sellers 

Jl((me 011 il"! 

The Nikoll FM2 Lemix 

The Nikon Fl~2 ANAM, wllie''' HIllS 1101 ill/elle/ell/o be made 
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FIRING THE NIKON BCB & BC FLASHGUNS 

IT'S AN 'ELECTRICAL' THING ..... 
The earl y Nikon BCB & BC fl ashguns used combust ibl e bulbs 

that were ignited (fi red) by an elect ri ca l current. There were a 
va riety of ways by which this c urrent was provided and de li vered 
to the bulb. The BCB- II flashgun alone cou ld fire in 4 different 
configurations. Fundamentall y, 2 differen t methods were used 
to provide the current. I ) directly fro m batteries, and 2) by the 
banery capacitor (B-C) system. The 8-C system was in troduced in 
a bull etin titled " Flash Photography and B-C Photoflash System", 
published in June 1950 by the Eveready Corp. That same year 
the Minicam Resea rch Corp. in Tokyo int roduced its lam inated­
battery-capacitor (L-B-C) system . Soon nearl y all fl ashguns were 
lIsing the 8-C princ iple. until they were replaced by strobe fl ashes 
a decade or two later. 

A battery can deli ve r curre nt on ly slowly, at a voltage & rate 
limited by its electrochemica l reac tion. As a battery is used, it 
becomes depleted, and its vo ltage drops. It becomes less & less 
ab le to de liver the current to consistently fire a bu lb in the required 
time interva l, exactly the same each time. But even a partiall y 
depleted battery can full y charge a capacitor; it just takes a little 
longer to de liver suffic ie nt current & ailihat charge is then stored 
in the capacitor. When a capac iro r is discharged. a ll the stored 
electrical charge is re leased in an instant , exactly the same way 
every time. Once it is fu lly charged it does not matter w hether 
it was charged quick ly by a strong battery or more s lowly by a 
weaker one . Either way, when it discharges it y ie lds the same 
powerful surge of current each time, suffic ien t to ignite the bulb 
in a consistent manner, as required. 

So the battery-capacitor system is much superio r to a s imple­
battery method. The B-C system is more effic ient & uses less 
electrica l energy to fire each bulb. Thus the B-C system can fire 
many more bulbs before exhausting the battery's charge. 

The B-C system uses lamination batteries that have higher 
vo ltage than o rdinary batteries. Common carbon-z inc or alkaline 
batte ries de li ver 1.5 vo lts. Lamination batteries are built up by 
stack ing, or laminating, multiple thin 1.5 volt ce ll s in series to 
add up to a higher vo ltage. Fifteen laminated 1.5-volt cells yie ld 
a battery produc ing 22 .5 volts . 

The Nikon BCB system used a 22.5V lam ination battery, which 
was commonly referred to as a hearing-aid battery, because these 
rectangular batteries were used ro power o ld fashioned hearing aids 
around 1950. The Eveready No. 41 2 is a ve rsion of that battery 
which is st ill ava ilab le. The Eveready No. 505 is a smal ler 22.5V 
battery fo r later Nikon BC fan-flashes, also still made. 

The capaci to rs used in the N ikon BCB system were referred 
10 as Power Units. These were made in two sizes. The larger one 
was the s ize & shape of a D-cell battery, the sma ller one was 
that of a AA-ce ll. The capac itance of a capac ito r is measured in 
microfarads, and flashgun capac itors may range from about 100 
to 700 m icrofarads. Eight working AA-size Nikon Power Units 
were tested at 25 vo lts, & their capacitance ranged from 428 to 

By JEFFREY FELTON 
600 m icrofarads, w ith an ave rage of about 500. Although I have 
3 o f the larger D-s ize Power Units, none of them are functiona l, 
so I have not been ab le to measure their capacitance. 

The small AA-size Power Unit for the BCB- II & BC-I II is 
a s imple design. It has only two e lectrical contacts, one on each 
end : up (+) & down (-). The large D-size type for the BC B-I is 
the same +/- configuration but is more complex. In addit ion to its 
flat bottom surface, it has 3 more electrical contacts on the top: a 
co iled brass spring on one s ide, a s imple domed contact that s its 
on a ring of insu lation in the midd le, & a flat metal spring almost 
2 inches long that ex tends over & down the side. I consulted with 
an electrical engineer, S. Vinayagamoorthy, about the poss ible 
function s of these 4 contac ts. We are not certa in, but we are fa irly 
confident of the fo llowing: 
I . The bottom sur face contacts the positive termina l of the 22 .5 

vo lt laminati on battery. This is where the elect rical charge 
enters the capacito r. 

2. The long flat meta l spring on the s ide is the ground for charging 
the capacitor. It makes contact through the long metal tube o f 
the fl ashgun, through the bottom cap, to the negative termina l 
of the battery. No actual current travels through this grounding 
ci rcuit. It just creates the e lectrical potentia l that a llows the 
capac ito r to charge. 

3. The domed contact is the point where the current leaves the 
capaci tor when it discharges. When the fi ring switch is closed, 
the current instantly fl ows through the flashbulb firing it, then 
th rough the closed switch, then through the g rounding circuit 
for capacitor fir ing, & back 10 the negat ive terminal of the 
battery. This also uses the main flashgun tube & base cap as 
part of the circuit. 

4 . The fun ction of the top coiled spring is not so obvious, but we 
believe it may be a ground for the chassis of the capacitor, or 
alte rnative ly it may contro l a switch that a llows the capacitor 
di scharge to reach the top center domed contact. It joins the 
grounding c irc uit for firing, in between the flashbu lb & the 
firin g switch. 

We welcome comments from a nyone who unders ta nds the 4 
contacts of this large unit better than we do. 

The first Nikon fl ashgun, the Walz-for- Nikon unit, did not 
employ the B-C system. It used 2 D-cells, or, with a short extension 
tube, a third D-cell could be added for higher vo ltage. 

The B-C system was introduced with the Nikon BCB (or 
BCB-I) fl ashgun. The BCB-I could a lso use the same s imple­
battery system as the Walz- for- ikon unit , & had the same short 
ex tension tube. On page 6 of the instruction book fo r the BCB-I 
(with a gold cover) it says, " For a shutter speed of 11500 sec. Or 
when more than 2 fl ash bulbs are consumed on the circuit , increase 
the battery voltage to not less than 4.5 vo lts." This means to use 
3 D-cells instead of 2, & to add the short ex tension tube. This 
instruction is also given in the N-K leafl et for the bullet-head fl ash. 



The B-C system for the BCB- I did not use the extension & did 
not use ordinary D-cell batteries. It had a Power Unit (capac itor) 
which was the same size as a D-ccll battery. It also had a 22.5V 
lami nation battery, wh ich was a lso D-ce ll s ized. These D-size 
22.5V lami nation batteries are very ra re. I have never seen one, 
& even if one was found it would be dead after 60 years. The 
instruction book for the BC B-Iunit shows (on page 13) a picture 
of the 22.5V D-size lami nation battery, & a lso a picture of the 
D-size Power Unit. The D-sizc Power Units are also rare. but I 
have been ab le to acquire 3 o f them. I have tested a ll 3, but none 
of them work. I still have hope of turning lip a functional D-size 
Power Unit , because functi onal AA-size Power Units fro m the 
same era are not uncolllmon. 

In o rder to test my 3 D-sizc Power Units I had to devise a 
substitute fo r the non-existen t D-size 22.5V battery. I dec ided to 
use the Eveready No. 412, a 22.5V lamination battery. wh ich is 
about the s ize & shape of an o rdinary 9V battery. I believed it 
should work, but J needed to make it fit secure ly into the tube of 
a BCB- I fla shgun . To make it round like a D-cell I added smal l 
semic ircular strips of wood. attached with 2-s ided sticky tape. And 
to make it as long as a D-cell I added a cy lindrica l metal space r 
made from six 34m m Filipino I piso coins from the 1970·s. 

To test a D-size Power Unit I put it into a BCB-I uni t w ith the 
22.5V battery I made & the meta l spacer, & checked to see if it 
would fire a bul b. A control ex periment was done us ing 2 o rd inary 
D-cell batter ies. which was successful. But none of my 3 D-size 
Power Units would fi re the bulb. 

I cannot be certain that my test system is a good one. because I 
do not have a good D-size Power Unit to use as a posit ive cont rol. 
It may be that my (new) No. 412 laminat ion battery is not ab le 
to cause any D-size Power Unit to fire a bulb. But from theory it 
ought to work. & my best guess is that a ll 3 D-size Power Uni ts 
are defective. 

Ifa nyone has a D-size Power Unit that you would li ke me to 
test fo r you, contac t me at jfelton@weste rnu.edu . I will take good 
care of it & send it right back to you a fte r testing it. 

It may be possible to repai r one of my D-size Power Units. 
but J do no t know how to do it. J don't know what happens to a 
capac itor w hen it fa il s. 

So there are 3 ways to fi re a BCB- I flashgun: 2 D-ce lls (tota l 
3V); 3 D-cells (tota l 4.5V): B-C system (D-s ize Power Un it plus 
D-size 22.5V lamination battery) . 

The Nikon BCB- II flashgun has a shorte r tube than the BC B- I, & 
a correspondingly longer extension tube. The BCB- II can be fired 
with 3 ordinary D-cell s (1 in the ma in tube & 2 in the ex te nsion 
lUbe). It is a lso possible to fire il usi ng only a s ing le D-cell battery 
in the main tube. & without us ing the extension tube. However. 
it is n01 intended to be lI sed this way, & it may not work if the 
battery isn' , very fres h. Another way to fire the BC B-I I in the 
s imple-battery mode is to use the black plastic case (w ith maroon 
cap) that holds 3 AA -ce ll penlite batteries. without invo lving the 
long extension tube. 

The BC B-II can a lso be fired in the B-C mode. using the other 
black plastic battery case, which holds an AA-size Power Uni t & 
a rectangular 22.5 V Eveready No. 412 . The extension tube is not 
used when the fl ashgun is fired in th is wa y. The plastic case wi th 
small Power Unit & hearing aid battery (No. 4 12) is placed. a lone. 

into the main tube of the BCB-I I. 
There are 4 ways to fire a BCB- II flashgun: 3 D-ce ll s (tota l 

4.5V); 3 AA-cells, in case (total 4.5V); B-C sys tc m (AA-size 
Power Unit plu s 22.5V hearin g aid battery. in case); & (not 
recom mended) I fresh D-cell (tota l 1.5V) in ma in tube . 

The BC-II I fla shgun comes in 2 types, ea rl y & latc . The earl y 
type has ASA-bayonet connectors to attach the synch cord , & the 
late type has the more modern PC type sockets. Neither of these 
has an ex tension tube. & both are made to be used only in the 
battery-capacitor mode. They both have a battery case that is gray 
plastic (unlike the black one in the BCB- II ). & holds oneAA-size 
Power Unit & one 22.5V hearing aid battery. 

There is on ly one way to fire a BC- II I unit. That is by the B-C 
method, us ing the gray plastic battery case with AA-s ize Power 
Unit & hearing aid battery. 

Above .. Tlte Nikoll BCB-I with (I II il.'I parts. Extremely well made 
& m ore complh 'ated ,ltan ),011 might think. Below .. rite Illler 

BCB-II i.\· ellen more elttborate with (Ill addition,,1 flash bowl (IS 

well (IS It olders for 2 ~rpes of batteries. II is ,he electl';c(t/ firing 
!1),slem 11wt we lire ;"terestel/ ill for tltis iusulflmeJlt. 



16 

Aholle & (Ihove righl •. A Il original 25V ;Power V"il for 
BCB ' men/ionel/ ill the text. Note the three top cOli/acts, the 
protrlU/ing coif spring & the grounding spring going dowlI 
'he side, all of whose fUllc/iolls (Ire explainct! ill litis (IrtiL-le. 
RighI ... Two e.Yllmples of the 211(/ type haltery holder l/esigned 
jor three AA-size penlight balferies. MOlleI'll AAs are slightly 
IOllger ,hall those from 'he 50 ~\' and do 11 0 1 fit. However, Jeff 
tells m e (11ll1 a smart flip to Ih e cOllf(lcf nipple 0 11 the battery 
top shortens ,hem just ellough. Below.. Two example,\' of the 
black plastic 'bllffery holder '/01' 'he recttm g ular h earing lIid 
type battery (llld the AA-size capacitor. 
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TESTER BULBS 
Another thing I want to mention is the use of leste r bulbs 10 

check the function of the fla shgun & the synchronization circuit of 
the camera, to test the batteries in the fla shgun. & to test fl ashbulbs. 

One could test their fl ashgullllsing regular flashbulbs. but since 
the bu lbs arc consumed when they fire (one- time-use) & since they 
arc fairly expensive, this would be wasteful. 

Many Nikon BCB outfits come with a separate, reusable tester 
bu lb. These bu lbs are small , with a spherical globe about 18111111 in 
diameter. They have a 15111111 bayonet (Swa n) base, the same size 
as a regular flashbu lb. When the flashgun is fired wi th the tester 
bulb in its socket, either lIsing the trigger on the flashgun or the 
camera shutter release with a synch cord, the fila ment in the tester 
bulb will glow. The bulb can be used repeatedly for these tests. 

The BCB- I, BCB- II , & BC- III flashguns also have tes ter lamps 
built into them. On the BCB-I and BCB-II there are 2 bu ilt- in 
tester lamps, one on top of the black plast ic (Bakelite) head of 
the fla shgun & another on the rear side of the head. On the BC- 1I 1 
there is on ly I built-in lam p, which is on the rear side of the gray 

plastic head of the gun . 
On the BCB-1. the top lamp is used to test the fl ash unit & the 

camera synch circui t. The rear lamp is used to test the banery. On 
the BC8-J I. the top lamp is also lIsed to test the fla sh unit & camera 
circuit. But the rear lamp is used to test flashbulbs & to detect ones 
that have already been fired. These built- in lamps are described as 
6.3 volt . ISOmA bu lbs used in a rad io set, & are marked 6Y. They 
are peanut-shaped. & have a screw base with a wire spring coiled 
around it and soldered to it. On the BC-III , the single lamp at the 
rear is used for testing the circui ts of the fl ashgun & camera. & 
also for testing flashbulbs. 

Detailed i~stru ctions for performing all these electrica l tests 
are provided in the instruction booklets fo r the bullet-head, BCB- I, 
BCB- II. & BC-III fl ashguns. 

The term ' midget' bulb. or lamp, is used in a confusing way 
in the Nikon literature, & may refer to either a regular flashbulb 
(Swan-type). the built-in test lamps. or the separate tester bulb 
with l 8mm spherica l globe & Swan base. 

Left .. Tile BCB-I (l1It1 BCB-lIl1l1ils C(l1/1e IVil" 
built-ill tester bulbs wlrose ,lariOIlS /1111('tiol1s 
llre explllille(l ill tire text. As you CllII see tlrere 
is one both on the top mul Oil the rellr of the 
blllck b(lkelite hOIl.'Iillg, lllld they hm1e differ­
ent f llll(·tiolls. They llre remove(lble bllt be 
very care fill! 
Below left ... Th e 4 illustrated bulbs ill the 
photo illcllllie (L-R); 2 eXlllllple.'I o/the built-in 
tester bulb tllllt have been careflllly removed 
from the bakelite housing; (Ill exmllple of the 
'reus(lhle ' tester bllib (t/so discmise(l ill the 
text; II stmuillftl ftl15 jfllshbulb whose base is 
the same 'SW(III ' si:e as tile reusable tester 
bulb. Below righl ... A closer "iew of the slllll­
d(lfd 1\15 type jfllshbulb (IIld the reusable tesler 
bulb. Note tlwl they IllI ve the same 'SW(IIl' fJ 1Je 
screw-ill b(lse. 

(The two bottom photos by S"in Nilllllra) 
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SOME BOOK UPDATES 

A recent fin d is S #6 11 2700 w/ALL BLAC K 1.4 #331118 .. A SET!' 
A new HI G H NUMB ER for the RF I 000mm/f6.3 is lens # I 00682! 
An additional H ERM ES enlarging lens has been seen ....... #55426 
Two Nikon M cameras repo '1ed are #s M609253 I and M6092686 
I have two addit iona l Bellows to repon.They are #s 560 13 & 56 133 
Two addi tional 135mm/f3.5s in Exacta mount are #263725 & 
263775. And fin a lly, a really importa nt item to report to you. 
Another verified S2 E is camera #6194194! I have inspected 
it myse lf1 

FEEDBACK ON THE '358s' 
My artic le in # 116 on the wild bunch o f f1 A Nikkors in the 

'358' batch has some inte resting add itions .. 
I have onl y two numbers to report this issue but they are very 
significant and early! I hope to have photos in the near future: 
They are lenses #358004 & 358006 :, both in chrome! In terest ing! 

Speak ing of colol1s ... 1 have recorded I other lens so marked 
whi le browsing on Ebay. It is I 35 mm/ fJ.5 Nikkor #253649:. 

BROWSING EBAY .... 
Without a doubt the largest source of information today. 

includ ing se ria l numbers and prices, is to be found on Ebay. For 
years I culled a ve ry large part of my seria l number database by 
looking over what was for sale on the tab les at countless camera 
fairs and stores. We ll , those days are gone my fri end. The shows 
are fewer and sma ller with less to see and many of the stores are 
gone or no longer carry vintage used equipment. So where do we 
go to fi nd what is for sale? Il"s Ebay, li ke it or not. 

So I thought I would start a new sect ion in the Journa l to li st 
va rious interesting items that I and others have seen on Ebay. Many 
o f the numbers in the above two sections came to me that way. 
so we might as well cont inue with it. I fee l it will turn out to be a 
good way to track what is show ing up and you can already see in 
this sma ll sampling that there is a lot of information out there to 
learn fro m. So here goes .. 
Black ikon SP body #6202494 w/S36 Motor Drive #94496 
Black ikon S2 body #6 180769 with ·Ep· on rewind ' Uncommon 
US Navy KS80A #6857239 w/F36 Motor Drive # 100244. Rare! 
50mm/fJ.5 Rigid SM Nikkor for the early Nicca cameras #21362 1 
50mmlfl.1 Nikkors # 119666 & # 120071. both in Intemal mounts 
SOmmlfl .1 ' SM ' Nikkor for sale for ........ .. . $26,000! ! C RA ZY!! 
How about a Boxed Shade for yo ur SOmm/n . l ? Only $SOOO! 
More reasonable is 2 1mm Nikkor #621 117 w/caps/fdr for 57800' 
Screw Mount lenses seen include: 
50mm/fJ.5 Micro-Nikkor #523264 with the ra re Collar for S8900 
85mmlfl.5 SM Nikkor #2644854. Not very common & quite nice 
50mmlfl.5 SM Nikkor #90761 1 w/metal can! rare' For S3900 
50mm/fiA SM Nikkor #50051774. Very ea rl y Type One for S380 
50mm/fJ.5 SM Nikkor #6 1 021. Very, Very ea r ly!! 
Nikon F RED DOTs seen are ch #6597208 & BLAC K #6597602! 
Two Nikon Ones were on eBay. They a rc #60933 1 w1798314 
for $33,000 & #609500 w1708649 for ' only' $21 ,OOO! As of this 
writing they have not sold ! 

I rea lly think we are going to see some even more interesting 
items pop up on our monitors so we might as well track them. Let 
me know what you fi nd as I can' t see everything! RJR 

THE AUCTION SCENE .. 
I have two sales to rep0l1 on this issue from our most pro lific 

se llers. Tamarkin & Bertold i and West licht. Here goes: 
Stan's sa le was Oct. 27/28 & as always was heavy in very 

collec tible Le icas. but a lso th is time with a ton o f Hasselblad 
gea r. O ur favorite. Nikons, were present but not in large numbers 
& the real gem d id not sell. A ll prices quoted here always include 
buyer's premium. 
21 mm/ f4 Nikkor w/find er in refl ex mount so ld for ............ 5420 
RF body cap .. not a cOlllmon item went as ex pected ........... S 120 
Nikon Panorama head for the surp ris ing amount o f ..... 52 15 
55 mm/fl .2 A IS went for a whopping amoul1t (! ?) .... ........ ... S990 
Four I 05 mm/f2.5s for RF went for between .. $265-5300 

What didn' t se ll was surpris ing. Five SPs (3 black & 2 chrome) 
d id not se ll & one of the blacks was MINT! I can' t ex plain it. 
Stan·s next auction is schedu led for April 28,20 13. 

Peter Coeln 's 22 nll Westlicht a uction was he ld on Nov. 24th & 
feat ured a ll so rt s of items inc luding some rea lly nice Nikon pieces. 
Here are the hammer prices converted to dollars; 
SM I 35 mm/f4 Nikkor 2"' batch w/hoodlcaps ... .. ......... ... .$ 1660' 
SM 500mm/f5 Nikko r. .a tru ly ra re lens w/hoodlcaps ....... 54600 

ikon S2 BLAC K W/A LL BLAC K IA .. nice! ..... S23,000' 
Nikon S3 BLAC K O LY MPIC W/CORR ECT FI A ...... $4.900 
50M M/FIA Nikkor #358006: chrome dupe! ! .................... 5339 
1000mm/f6.3 Reflex-Nikkor in RF moun!... .... . ... S 19.970! 
50mln/ fl. 1 Ex ternal mount in user condition .. .. .............. S41 50! 
Nikon F2 High Speed complete set BOXE D' .......... 53690 
Nikon F2 TITAN BO XED' Sold for .................. . .. S2900 
Nikon ·N IKKOR· F250 motor (see Uli Koch anicle) ..... S2.000 ' 

And fina lly, last but not the least we have; 
6l11m/f2 .8 Fish eye-N ikkor w/ea ps & case for ... ....... ... $SS,300! 
All I can say is .... ........ .......... .... ... ..... ................ ... ........... WOW! 

A few surpri ses as always. Some items went cheap (fl.4 
#358006: for instance) while o thers went really high (Black S2). 
others were on ta rget even that 6 I11 m/ f2.8 Fisheye! RJR 

FOR IMMEDIATE SHIPMENT 
I am pleased to announce that the US inventory of my book is 

in place and all orders can be processed for im mediate shipment. 
Those of you who wish to obta in a s igned copy fro m me need 

only to contact me and it wi ll be done. Besides persona lly signing 
the book, I have a lso had made up labe ls stating to the fac t that 
' th is copy has been purchased directly from the author '. Pri ces 
are as follow and inc lude a ll shipping and postage costs. There 
has been a s ign ificant increase in Priority shipping costs but I will 
ho ld these prices as long as possible. 
United States $100 including Priority shipping. 
C an ada $ 11 5 includin g Int. Priority shipping, 
Europe $125 including Int. Priority shipping. 
J a pan/Australia $130 includin g Int. Priority shipping. 
I can accept checks (US/Canada only), money orders. bank wires, 
cash or PAYPAL. My email add resses(rotoloni@ msn.com & 
r.rotoloni@.sbcgloba l. net) are my Paypal accoun t numbers. 
Please make a ll checks/money orders payable to: 

RJR P UBLIS HI NG or myself 
(PL EASE, NO T T O T HE SOC IETY!). 

T HAN K YOU ...... RJR 
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CLASSIFIED ADS 

S ELL LI ST ... I wi ll still try to put together at least two sel l li sts 
per year and will ema il those when they are done. HO\VEVE R ... I 
am now on EBAY on a regula r basis! Now that I have time. 
You might want to make me a preferred se ller so you can keep 
track or what I have currently li sted. Since Jul y 1st I have had 
100 auctions (not a ll Nikon). My call leiters are '609 1" My lat­
est se ll list has grown to 7 pages & is now ready for those who 
have not ye t been on my list & wish to be. I can send it via emai l 
or regular mail. Just contaclmc anyt ime to add your name. RJ R 
rotoloni@' l11sn.com & r. rotoloni@; sbcglobal.n et Remember 
my <bay seller fD is ' 609 1 '. 

WANT ED ... NIKON F ' R ED DOT' BLACK BODY; exposure 
meter ror Ni kon F mode l I-type I (U li Koch pg. 20-The Acces­
sories) possibly with inc ident light plate & booster: telescope 
adapter for Nikoll F in case with its filters & screen in plasti c 
bags. Ca rlo Rivolti , Ita ly. please ema il torivolt i({iHibero.i t 

WANT ED ... 8mm!f2.8 F IS H EYE NIKKOR. 13mm/ r5.6 NIK­
KOR . 120 FISH EYE SKY N IKKOR. experimental NIKON 
cameras and/or lenses/accessories, even if broken. NIKON S2 
& S I' (BLA C K), ALU MI NUM Scm FI.4 NIKKOR. PH Van 
Hasbroeck, 56 Albert Co urt, Prince Consort Road, london 
SW 7 2B E. tel: 0044 (0) 20 7584 0077. Fax: 0044 (0) 20 759 1 
3848. email add ress: HASB ROEC K@AOL.COM 

WANTE D ... Common models or Autographic Kodaks. & also 
large s ize Ansco models. Contact: To ny Hurst (Dub lin) at email 
nippon54@ hotm ail .com or teleph one me a t (353) 1288- 4896. 

FOR SA L E... Niko n FM2 ' Ha lf F rame' , on ly 34 were made 
fo r the Norwegian police. mint·, 5000 curo; Nikon S3M black 
body #6600207, 27.000 euro: Ni kon Model One #609319 w/ f2 
#708723, 15,000 euro. Please ca ll or email me ror photos. Peter 
Lownds, tel. 003 1 654694 193(Holla nd) qcsman@'gm ai l.com 

NEW MEMBERS 
STA N BA RBER 
2400 RA NGER HW Y. 
WEATHERFORD, T EXAS 76088 

GARY CLA RK 
546 N. LILLI AN ST. 
GR IFF ITH. IN 463 19 

PAU L GLEASON 
14 GAETA 
LA GUNA NIGUEL, CA 92677-8900 

YOS HIK I KURODA 
3-1 7-C630.MEJIRO I-GlOME 
TOSHIM A-ku. 
TOKYO 171003 1, JAPAN 

MAG. MART IN MORAVC IK 
MUDRONOVA 88 
SK-81 103 BRAT ISLAVA . SLOVA K REPUBLIC 

ALEX SWANSON 
1630 JUDSON AVE 
EVANSTON, IL 60201 

WA RR EN TH OM PSON 
8500 REDWI G DR . 
PE SACO LA , FL 32534 

W ILLI AM WILLCOCKS 
UPH AM FARM, FARR ING DON. 
EXETE R, DEVON EX5 2HZ. UN ITED KING DOM 

NEW ADDRESSES 
JOH N F. HAFSOE 
KRAAKEFJELLVE IEN 4 
4370 EGE RS UN D. NORWAY 

MATTHEW LI N 
FLAT E. 25/F. BLOCK 9, 
C ITY GARDEN. 233 ELECTR IC ROAD 
NO RTH POI NT. HO G KONG 

NHS BACK ISSUE & 
REPRINT SERVICE! 

AVAILABLE " OR IG INAL" BACK ISSUES OF THE " NIKON 
JOUR NA L" INC LUDE T HE FOLLOW ING NU MBERS: 
32,40,4 1,43,44,45,46,47,48,50,53,54,58,59,60,61, 62, 63, 
64,65,66,67,68, 70,71,72,73,74,75,76,77,78,79, 80, 8 1, 
82, 83,84, 85,86, 87,88, 89, 90,9 1, 92,93,94,95, 96, 97, 98, 
99, 100, 10 I, 102, 103,1 04, 105, I 06, 107, 108, I 09,110, 111 , 112, 11 3, 
114, 115,116 & 11 7. 

S7.00 EA C H IN U.S.A. POST PAID 
S9.00 EACH OVERSEAS POSTPAID 

HI GH QUALITY COP IES PRI NTED ON I I X 17 PAPER THEN 
FOLDED & STA PLED (INCLUDES "ON LY" THOSE ISSUE 
NUMBERS " NOT" LI STE D A BOVE! ) 

$5.00 EACH IN U.S.A. POSTPA ID 
S7.00 EACH OVERSEAS POSTPA ID 

BLACK & BEAUTIFUL! 
PLEASE ADD THESE NU MBERS TO T HOSE IN NHS-
112, WHERE OUR OFFI C IAL NHS BLACK BODY LI ST 
AI'I'EARS. 

6194194 (S2E!!) 6212 198 6215789 6320348 6320579 
THE FOLLOWING NUMBERS ARE T HOSE O F FA KES! 

NONE TO REPORT! 

NEW SOCIETY DUES 
ARE NOW IN EFFECT 
AS OF JANUARY 1ST! 

SEE MASTHEAD 

I 

J 



RECENT DISCOVERY. ... A NEW VARIATION OF 
THE TYPE /I VARIFOCAL! By JIM EMMERSON 
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I nW£lO)l NOddiN 

If you look Oil pages 472-475 of Illy book where I cover ill detail both versiolls of the Nikoll Varifocal ZOOIll 
.filldel;youwillllotice tlUltl have illcluded the 'Colltax 'versioll of the Type I Varifocal. We have kllOWII about the 
COil tax-type I/Wlllltillg foot Oil tIle Type I ZOOIll as well as illdividual /illders ji-Olll at least the 35111111 tIl rough the 
135111111. They have ollly beell seell ill tI,e ch rollle optical/imlers, Iwtthe later black brite/illes, probably beca use 
N-K was IlO IOllger illterested ill buildillg for alld selling to the COlltax users. Makes sellse as tlley were busy 
producillg evelytllillg for tlleir OWII systelll by the tillle the black /ill deI's were released & really didll 't have tillle 
to cater to other systellls. TIley would discolltillue all Leica SM lellses ill 1960 at the latest. Because of this we 
IIever thought that N-K would have produced a 'COli tax ' versioll of the Type II ZOOIll, which did II0t arrive unti! 
afler the S P ill late 195 7. Well ..... we were wrollg! Jilll Elll lllersoll has discovered a 'Colltax'versioll of the Type 
/I ZOOIll! AmI like tlte Type I, it has its OWII ullique seriaillulllber! It is #2 1455 with tI,e special COli tax foot and 
the letter 'C' ellgraved. A pel/ect exalllple of tIle fI,ctthat we will IIerer kllow evelythillg (Illd IlO book or article 
can ever be tIle 'filial word' Oil allythillg! FUll, iSII 't it? 
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